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T O T H E 

Hon. the Members of Council and Affembly, 

AND 

To the Members of the Patriotic Society for 
Encouragement of Arts, &c. 

In BARBADOS. 

Gentlemen, 

A S the Conventions and Difcourfes collected in 
-** the following Letters, arofe from Subje&s which 
made their firft public Appearance in the printeu 
Tranfactions ot the Society for the Encouragement 
of uiefull Arts and Induftry in this Ifland, at fundi;/ 
Times from 1781. to ^fyinclufive; and which haw: 
been fince continued in their Manufcript Minutes; 
and as the patriotic Deliberations of that Society hav •. 
keen occafionally approved of and adopted by public 
A<fts of the Legiflature ; The Compiler of the Dil 
courfes in thefe Letters, begs Leave, that the Argu - 
ments contained in them, may be addrcfied to thole: 
Gentlemen, under whofc Aufpices, they firft publicly 
appeared, 

With all due Refpedt, 

From their mofl humble Servant. 

PHILO-X YLON. 
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The E D r i V i to; the k e a d e r. 



finHE great Exertions of Humanity in Favour of the opprefled , 

I , Subje&s of Asia and AysiCA, do Honour to the Hearts and 
Heads of the British Legislator* at this Time. Anditjs to be r 
hoped, that their Vtews, tef{te$rngth^ ext^nfive 'Empir^of Britain ; 
in. Asia, are well directed and governed by the certain &now* ; 
UdgepfFa&s.. • ;; ,u„ ;u 

As to what concerns the GovemmeiJt of the Savage Nations in 
Africa, it, dofts not appear, that the Power and influence of our 
pother Country has much Extent in the interior Provinces of that 

{re^t Quarter of the Globe, nor that the Opinions of the Britifh' 
egiHature are likely to effecT: any fenfible Alteration in their 
antient Manners and Cuftoms, tha' we may ceafe to traffic with 
them. 

But the Honour and Welfare of the Britifh Nation, as a 
learned, prudent and commercial People, being concerned to prote# 
and footh the servile Condition <rf\ fome hundred thoufand 
Labourers of African Defcent* who are now in the BrinJhWeJl 
Jttdi/Sy and have been originally brought into, or bred in thefe^ 
Colonies, during one hundred and fifty Years paft: It may not be 
Ungrateful to our Countrymen at Home, while they are deliberating 
on this important Subject, to fee the Opiniw, of principal Pknten 
in this Mother Colony, on th*t Head. 

Early in the Year ^787, feveral People in Barbados, rofe fuddenly 
from the loweft State ot profligate Poverty, into cafy and affluent 
Circumftances, by being rurchafers ofjiolen Cotton, knowing it to 
%e ftolen, thro* the Agency of Negroes; and fomc, of better 
Condition, were fufpe&ed to have p ofited by the like Means: But 
Negroes, by a local Law of the Colony, being Evidences, in no 
Cafe whatsoever, againft white People; the fraudulent Receivers,, 

tho*W 
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th*' indifted, could not be brought to Trial, for Want of legal 
Evidence, to enable the Inqueft to find A true Bill. 

This and other Defefts in the Cqlony Lafjs, QQoa&oned $km 
G^ako JOry in the June Seffions of that Year, to addrefs die 
Governor, with a Presentment againft the erroneous and uncoa* 
fiitutional Statute Book of the Colony, for the Reafons ftt 
forth in their Prefetitment. 

But as no public or legal Inquifition appeared jq harflfr bttfCttlS- 
tuted in Conference pf faid r**fmtmi%ti it is ftfppftfed that fcfch 
Conventions, as are related in the following Letters, may have 
been partly occafioncd from confidering the Subjects fet forth in 
the faid Prjpntmenti and that thjpy* wexe ^QflimUfticatcd rSKTBS* 
E<ttt6r of the Gazette, with the benevolent Defigij pf artping tm 
public Mind againft the I p flu en be of ilUfoua<je<} PrqtadieciS, « w48dR 
they were inviting a ferious inquiry into $* Natttte .dtf -foqh . 
improvident Colonial Law* as were likely to afiferw apkiilfcii#* 
Incentive to the ardent Zeal of a powerful People, it ftd g^gtt 
aDiftance, toiiave been well-iafpnned at that Time, 
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EllRATA in the following Pages* 

•QAGE o, 15th Line from the Bottom, for Prejudices which,.! 
JL rwd Prejudices (which* 

"gc io, 7th Line from the Top, for in general, read in a general* 
14th Line from the Top, for Abililities, read Abilities. 
' Page 11, 14th Line from the Bottom, for Opinion to, read Opinion on. 
Page 14th, 32d Line from the Top, for Circumftance, read Cir- 

cumftances. 
8th Line from the Bottom, for fhoud, read fhould. 
Page 15th, 24th Line from the Top, for Difqualification, read 

Difqualification ; 
Page 16, 5th Line from the Top, for Extractions, read Extra&ion. 
Page 23, laft Line JFrom the Top, for 88, read 98, 
Page 25, 8th Line from the Bottom, for Mafter, read Mailers* 
Page 26, 19th Line from the Top, for purpofs, read purpofe. 

5th Line from the Bottom, for aimable, read amiable* 
Page 27th, 7th Line from the Bottom, for pfobabel, read probable. 

Laft Line from the Top, for Etfed, read Erfe£h 
Page 28, 3d Line fron die Bottom, for Morallity, read Morality. 
Page 30, 9th Line from the Bottom, for be, read he. 
Line 31, 20th Line from the Top, for abftinate, read obftinate. 

5th Line from the Bottom, for perrifhable, read pcriftnble* 
Page 34, itt Line from the Top, for Syitcms, read Syftcm. 
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Barbatkt Gazette ^iJn^Hay, OBthet tQ, tj9f. 
Mr. PERCH, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the Severity of fame of yoyr 
Correfponderits igainft exceffivc Gaming* I am no Enemy to 
a fober Rubber of Whift, introduced merely; as an Evening's fee-' 
taxation from the more folemn Occupations of the Day ; becaufe it 
accuftoms Men to calculate artd to eftimate the Probabilities q£ 
ordinary Events : When I ©bferve the Score kept by Piftreens* or 
even by Half-Dollars, I conceive their Stakes are moderate ; \>#t 
When I fee Men of Bufinefs marking with Moydoresi and Joes, and*. 
WhifperLig Setts with carneft and anxious Countenances, in the* 
fntcrvalles of the Deals : I aro inclined to clap my Hands upon rny~ 
Pockets, jts- if 1 was to fquefeze thro' a Mqb.at the Door of a 
London Theatre. - »•*■••• 

I called the other Evening at a Friend's Houfe, tohere three 
Oentlemen were waiting for one or two more, to make up their 
Piftiten Table i and in the mean while* were vdry rationally dii- 
courfing on the prefent high Pfice of Slaves. " What an enormous. 
9um, ((aid Mr. W.) £ f no> for a Field Wench! and the Average 
upon the Whole of a Ga^j&iuc lading fuperannuated and Infants, 
between feventy and eidityTBounds a Head! Above £ .20 beyond 
the old Average, at which tjbey ftood, in Computation, for full 4<> 
Years, before the late War and the Hurricane. • * > 

• A The 
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The . Cotton Planters, (when fecured againft Thieves an J fte^ 
tpiversj may perhaps afford theft Price* ; but J am fare the Sugar 
Planters cannot. I have computed, Mr.- D. with as much Exaift- 
MJ^asyorq ccaid d<**naiiy &>iittbf a' Rubber, <ahd I find/'thft 
#Sre Itogi^-t}tfj/£;^ftr^g&bd Field Negro, Aettrfift tfbrH 
£xteen Years, one Day arid a :ffai£* at the Rate of 266 Days in each 
Year, before I can be repaid my PurcHafe Money, at 10 per Cent, 
on the Capita}, ttio* I allow a Diffcouht every Year, at the Rate of 
,£. 9, for hit tfti antftial EWnirigK* ' «• I believfc, Sir, (find Mr. D. ) 
jour Calculation is Vfty juff; arid" yet oh the other Hind* it appears 
fli me^ that the prefent Advance, is; no more than what, under thia, 
ftrefent Circumftances, it ought* t& fcfe; the Interruption of the two 
late Wart, and at the fame Time, the increafing Demands of 
£amaic$j and the new Itfands, both for' i|ew aid fcafoffed Ne^ocs, 
naturally railed their Pricte, tfhfte "the tJalamities/'of fifafts, T'er- 
tnin and Dry Weather, difabled our Barbados Plantations from 
purchasing Recruits, as their ufual Watte of Negroes required; to 
that, being abov^o,ooo Slaves, Ihort of our competent N umber ^ 
the average Prices, now given here, are nearly in a juft Proportion 
to our Wan6^if:we*gav^e fcf** there would not be wanting Agents 
to purchafe them for the ufe of the other Iflands, as was gracHfed 
during our years of Poverty : But as we want an Addition of about 
a, third Part of our patent labouring Stock, this Want increafes thf| 
Demand fomuch, that the Purchalers mutt neceffimly give about a 
third Part more than the old Average? and lucky is the Man, who 
has ti^e good Senfe* and the Ability-to fecurcthrm in Time; finee 1 * 
New Negroes will' lint anfwer the ptefent Purpofe, even if they 
could be obtained at one third Part of *bis Average. That fomer 
Cotton Planters have been very fuccefsfoMn sheir Crops and no 
lefs fo,xby their extraordinary Attention in defending their Prodtfce 
from being ftolervts rniraculoufly true: While the Depredations, 
committed by Thieves, under the Eficouragewient of fraudulent* 
Receiversyon die Properties of a muteh greater NunSber 6f Planters, : . 
have inclined many to renounce that Culture, as defpairing of any 
Remedy, unlcfs Cuch as may, be a Remedy, eventually, worfe than 
thrDifeifc;" ' ~* " "* • * " 

"' Gentlemen, (faid the Rev.- Mr. --— J I am not without fome 
Hopes, tho' 1 mutt confefs, they arftrery flendcr, that thefc Diffi- 
culties, yipth which you are fo cmbstriaiftd,* may induce you,, and 
other Men of Property and Power, *as Legislators- and Magifl rates," - * 
to look iofb your pton Conduct, and to confitlcr, whether the Evils, 
you now fee] fo forely, tfft&ing your Properties, mav not be prin-; 
cijjpliy derived frcm ibrne impolitic Sj-ftem woven int* the Web of 
• yotir 
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jour modey JLaws. Suppofe, for .Example Sakeutfcaf the tbirfl^qr 
fourth Partofth* (landing Whea? in the Cornfields oFEn^Fatt* 
twhich could be as eahly carried off in the Night, as the P<risi$ 
fcotton are in Barbados) were generally ftrtich a»4 carried to pw) 
feffed Tbreflier*; Who kept Barnes lor the Parpofe, furro^e^ by 
four or five Acres of their own W&eat V from whence, tHefe tndafc 
rrious Thieves, carried their* tbreflfed pony i* 'SJacfcv'tb v ti»{fy 
Receivers, who kindly paid: them in Cafh, without any/ Qjj^AtoM 
afked, haw they-weie able to raifc fqch great Quantities, orf'fo £t& 
Acre*, as they could pretend to be poffefled 6f. The mecRurn Vai 
hie of an Acre of good Wheat in England is about £.8 Sterlings ofc- x 
fey £.10. Currency ; ten Meiv could cqt, and carry off,.the-|Eart 
of fuch Acre of Wheat* in left than two Hours ^ Cotton, forJOjf* 
patch and Secrecy) muft- be #6len in She. Pods | and' they riiWfe 
fteai at leaft from four to hve hundred Pound WerghijHn tkcro$i ti. 
(pake one hundred Poundnfcat Cotton ; ; and to<?ut arid carry this four -~ 
or five hundred Pound Weight of Pt/ds, Will ^require ,much' mpr4 
Time, and at leaft as ipany fiandsj (eonfidering its great Buik,- a$ 
well as Weight) as thofe employed in cutting *artd carrying off the 
like Value of Wheat in England j but* fhe Pfbpnetors of tfij? 
rfiundcred Wheat Fields, finding theykad been t roBbed, a genefcii 
»ue and Cry would be fet up. Now, Gehtlfcmtni 1Jqw*1od^ d^ 
youfappofe, fuch an Evit'WoOld exiitmEngfertd, 'wherein fc'raaW 
fraudulent A&ors were concerned, before th£ Authors were 3djwctcc£ 
publicly puaifhed, and the Evil effe&uafly ft^^effedv i» a Courttr^ 
wherQ all Ranks of Men,. Slaves* Bondmen, and Apprentices^ a.r^ 
admitted as legal Evidences ? GfcntFemeh, why.^dd yoVfta»d'm,qt(^ 
and winking at each other?--- 1 will anfwef'for you^fipse ijfet? '/ 
you are afhamed to own a Truth, which y however, you'carniot 
deny Uv-Sixtjr odd Years ago, in the Frenzy pPa contefte£ Ete&icari 
.a Law, dUgracefcil to Humanity^ was paifed in the Colony, (flia 
perhaps never 1 confirmed,) ** That no J^fcendantskf Negroes y jhoufdjrt 
*i admitted l-as Evidence in any Cafe whdtfoeQer % except on the Trial df 
^ Slaves.** Under 'this^Law, any white Villain,* bribing your ow\ 
Slaves ro rob you; of yoyr -Property* may be the ready Receiver or 
the flolen Goods; and tho* by fame Return 6i Repsntenc£, ami 

fjpttful AiFe&ion, to a kind Matter, -the delinquent and delude A 
lavety or even free Negroes, might be induced to 'confers their 
Error, and to giv&thecleareft Teftimony agatnft the felonious Re • 
ceiver, who corrupted them; yet Upon the Ground of this abftird anl* 
impolitic Law, tt* triumphant- Knave laughs in your Face> and iii* 
the Face bf pubiifc Jaftice, under the common Law, thus renders! 
ineffeSual/* " My good Sir (exclaimed the'other two G«ntbmeri f jf 
;he Nature of things, in thu Colony, does not admit of any Parallcfifn* 

A 2 between 
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httwccn out O^UnrLaiin and fhofe "of England, where the People 
Ut xli/tep- afl^^hf iftiajis, of -tff fcflne Religion that founds i«B 
Morality on the Belief of Hell ar^dtl>e Devil i but-Chriftian Equiw 
ty, and i^igrfioqary FupUkmenfs, payable in artother Woxld ? 
c4nnot be ufefutfy, sjpplifd tp tjae Government of Negro Slaves^ 
<ius Experience ha* t*ught u$, that all religions or pbilof&phical 
Refinements ja 4i$> Paie,- wouhj. only- make bad worfe!** 
<* <^iatiemen E (fa>d tfce Parfen,) I wjll candidly x>wn. to you, that 
until 1 was brought to an inwaxd Senfe of Shame,, by ^difcourfe. 
«Jiat arQfc *t the Archbifhop's . Table, after J received my Qrdi- 
fiatiorj, 1 was as.infenfible, of any Defers in our internal Police^ 
as you are; t Hi3 G?ace, amjorjg other C^ueftions concerning the 
Jfland,aficed me, what fuccefs our pariih Minifters had, in baptizing 
3rd converting ^Tegro Slaves? And more particularly, how the 
Orfechift at .tfc .College pr^iceapdsd with thofe Slaves, as h&fup- 

{jifcdp they muft have been all Chriftians, and well inftru&ed* 
apfwered, with foroe Cwifufion, that I lived at too great Diftance^ 
to know what was done at du-Qollege Eftatc ; but that, in general, 
| did not think the Chriftening of Negroes was much encouraged^ 
in othef Plantations ^— When, luckily, as the Queftion* Was v>ery 
embarra(Sng to me, anothet Gentleman (who I afterwards under- 
ftood, was of the ftbrayian Sefi) took it up: «* My Lord, (faid he) 
in tny 'fawif thro' that Mand, I fpent two Days at Coddringtonv 
College* whete t was. very fyofpitajy /entertained,— But I found 
only one old Negro, who told me, he coiild fay all his Qatechifm r 
I afted hirn, if he did not find hi/pfelf much happier and better 
llhcehe became a Chriftianr, than tie was before? " Wlyr, Sijy 
/aid he, a I am old JVl^n, and as a Driver^ am not put tq common 
tapoux^ but .Chriftian,, not made for Negro, in this Country z"— : 
£V How fo, uXd I j. what i+ your Duty towards God*"-,— Re repeated 
it; very well, i*\Al' 9 ~- r "IFhat.is pur Duty towards your JHTeigb~. 
for??+-*-Ah,iMafter 9 1 don't iay tl^at, no rhor<*: TFhyfi^fmdlF-^ 
Becaufe, Mafteiy I^can'.-t. &y it from my. Heart, */" I think of Wbii*. 
Man. F*or when 1. fell a Fowl, or a Pig to White Man, I can't 
make him paymc; becaufe* Negro can'* proof Nothing againft 
White Man j and if W^ite Man g$cs arid, tells Ju&ice, *h|tlani 
a impudent lying Rogue, to fay he owe me Money* Juftice will* 
rnaJce-.Confta&le whip me y or Wh»te Man fliay beat me,, cut \me r . 
or kill me before all fo many Black Me(i ft and no Law to five 
Black Man, or punifli. White Man for Aturder Black Man, I 
could not help, being {hocked, (faid the Moravian,) with this 
Apcount from the Old Negro > as I had learned* before from fome. 
Gentlemen of the Ifland,\that their Negro-Laws wanted great 
Cbxic&ioiv and that the Staves were totter prote&ed fa fame 'of 
'. . . -the; 
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the Neighbouring Colonies. |Iis" Lordfilip - j^itfi Mn^oi**! Wlth : 
the Moravian Narrative, aiked'lM,' tanfcWhat pe^fliftj fFflfere 
were no Laws for Ihe^wittaWe )?*<**&Wrf of H* Liv(&ari^I(«B 
properties* of Negroer in Bhrtrafles; •.* igiunft the Villahy of pro* 
Jiigate White 'Me*? Which put ft* id (6 much Cotffafionj that 
I could fcarce pronounce intdligfbtyy w - that J 1 was but young* at# 
more taken up with* #t\itt Studies, than in attending to-^e'Law^ • 
of the Colony/*— Here by *the Arriv^t 4t tfto mota 0&fle|fien* 
this Difeoprfe waa interrupted and we fat down to a Kubbtr of 

Whift.- • - ' '*'"" '" |,,v * v ' r '■"■ : ••v-/-^";;*- 

V FHJtaiX-YLOW. 
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far/nubs Gy%*tt*i Ofhbtr 31, 17S7: 
/t^a. PERCH, ?' *••:*-:- -•♦'• ^- 

MY Letter, whieh sppjaredin yoqr Gazette the iotfvjgavea^ 
much 6r the Gonverfition of that? Evening, ai I thought your 
coma afford Room for; or a* your Read4fS, confideriing its Drineft/ 
oould digeft. - . ; : '''"'.' 1 

The artful Argument of the Parfon, by teaming : Intecrogatd]r?es,\ 
obvioufly {hocking to native Prejudiced, which from long Habitude, 
were become almo$ inftih&ive) fat fo \ineafily on the two.firft 
Gentlemen, (Mr. WVand Mr. D.) that during ev^ry Dealing oiF th< 
Cards, (after the Rev, Mr.*- — left the Company) they coufe* not 
forbear carping at the abfurd Syftem, the Parfon was driving at. 
Mr. D. obferved, u fach vifionaxy Notions might be ornamental 
* c in the Oratory of the Pulpit; where, by A£t of Parliament, no 
'" .Man dares to contra<Ji# the Preacher; but in a Curing- Houfe, 
" a Counting-Houfe, or a Court-Houfc, he would find the Sta- 
ic tutes of the ifland weft flatly againft ftich dangerous Qo&rines^ 
" and therefore^ with all hfs gifting and wriggling, neither he,' 
" nor his viftonary Pupils, will ever gain that. point." : 

• By thefc Carping*, fo much of theforegoing Subjeft, was difed- 
vered to a Mr. R. one ot the new Comers, that when we retreated, 
irom the Whijft-Tabl^ to Bifcuitand a Glafc of Wine, this Gen** 

4 tleman 
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tkman ftW r ^ hadrcome to us ffofcv.dtfu>g wfaen£an old Gfeiitte* 
ffein of tnt Law was one of: the Comiww and that the new Bill for , 
a Cotton Aft, was the iaflrfiubjca- rn Con vcrfati on ^ and (firidhejk 
jpil have never been in thefe Parts, before this Vpyige, Iwas fur- 
prized to find, among English People, a Mode of thinking, and a 
Syibnvof Laws, to new tome, that! did not venture to join in the. 
Converfation, which however concluded in general Reference to the 
©^Lawyer for hi$ Opinion ^Noiv the^piahahle Efficacy of the pro* 
c * - poYed Bill, if carried into a Law i whether its Prolixity might be 
€ f ftfelv abridged, and whether any more firaple and effc&ual Plan 
** mtg^he^optedi'^lto^^ lean relate to you if you 

dnife to hear it. The general Voice calling upop Mr. R. to gratify 
them, and cxprefling their high Eftimation of the wortfiy Lawyer's 
Qmdour and'AMUrties; :M[r, ll, prb^feded; a^-foWo^— .- * I xwMfe 
obferVe (faid ft e learned Gentleman) Ih the firft Place^that the Dif- 
ferences in>Opinion% on this extenfiveand important Subjc&, arifc 
from the Hidden Impreflions ffhaf ifcade on the Minds of iundry 
People, to which, they have carelefsly fubmittf d, without viewing 
aCnd examining if *on all Sides, and wv aU3t*&teu&ftances ; I will 
therefore, conuder it Jir/t; as a Matier of Fait; fecmdly? as a Matter 
of Law; thirdly as a Matter of Policy ; andy****^; IwflredttMejr 
the .Equity, and moral Tendency of the Law^ade jiv iyii\l^\%\C 
h"as unintentionally created the prcf:nt Piftfiulty. FiRST.then, the 
Fa&, I belieye/is undoubted i that Cotton is generally. ftolen trotnT 
die Field by Negroes, and bought by* white Feople knowing it-tfc. 
be ftolen: Secondly, in Matter of Law; by a very laconic Claufe, 
in a Statute. 7721, (for fegula^ng Eleftws of AflentWyihen) Ne- 
groes being rendered jncapable of giving. Evidence* in any Cafe> 
vhatfoever, againft white People; (they) are thereby, (as Watch- 
men} .rendered -of' lefs Ufe, in Defence of their Matters' Property, 
than D$g\\ but, Negroes, are ftill employed as Watchmen, and 
thofe Watchmen, or their Confederates, are the Thieves, who fell* 
the ftolen Property to the fraudulent Receiver^; and in Cafe of a 
Profccution, the Onus Proband? lying entirely on the Profecutof* 
and ail Negro Evidence being .cut off, .consequently, for Want cf 
legal Evidence, the Profecution muft fall to the Gtound;. for the 
Crops of Cotton being fo very various and uncertain in Produce 
(and fo expofed to Thievery) as from 30, to. 500th • per Acre* 
the Estimation of any Quantity found under, a Search- Warrant 
or otherwise, in the Houfe of a Perfon fufpedted as a Re,ceiver y muft, 
without ttner Proof, (f) th*n that proppfed in the BUI, be too 

. vague 

■ ■ " — : ! — — ~ — 

(f). Tfo Cotton Aft ofijSy DlrcSls an Inquifition tsmsafure andvuvj 
ih Ground^ (on which any fufpstted Stolen Coiton^ trwy b? ("id to hav: 
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<iered r them (fo ftrj ufetefs Guardians of their Property* they, inr 
AeiYCuhniri^ have foundi th^ fof£ 

lhat ignominious Mark, indiscriminately ftamped upon them, an£ a< r 
ifte lame Time, that they can alfo tunTiheir MafterV Folly to their 
&wri private Prtfit; by coiiftntirtg. b fbreTtefe ind Sale of their' 
Cotton, or any other vendible' Kopertyy indefinitely left in thei** 
Power, as Watchmen. Fourthly, xonfiderw* , the. Equity and 
xhbral TenHency, 'of this- difqualifying Statute, whicij ha^unwarily v 
dreated the prefehr Difficulty; ' it^is; ^oijtefl^le, , taat\lht white 4 * 
People, whatever their Rank or Condition fttSiy 'bty. tOlicr are," of 
have been Buyers of flpfen .(Jetton* or other ftolen Property, would 
not have expofed tHemfehres to the Scandal ef fo iniquitous a Traf- 
fic, and to the Danger of a criminal Profecution, if they had not 
found themfclves fo dSFeaually^fccur^d, yndprjhe Cover of this Jt^* 
politic; and inequiiaNt-LuP;, from hfcnfce it -is ovidwrtft th t » th r 
"Hearts, and the moral Senfe of all this Clafs of Cotton Receivers, 
high and low, are thoroughly corrupted, by the Operation of thif 
improvident Law. And it is ftfcewlfe unhappily true, that the cor- 
rupting Influence of fo many white People, (commonly looked up 
to, as people of good Condition, Rank aiid AurfTGrtty,) ha* been 
too prevalent, over the depreffed Minds of Slaves, . tct leave .apy 
Scruples, in their Hearts, againft following tH6 bife Exatnpfes *>f 
their legal Superiors, And Finally, in anfwer tp your Rcqurft. 
df my Opinion tfi the propofed Bill* I tHink, no'twithftanding it* /< 
feetning Prolixity^ that it' may, perhaps, be ineffe&bai in tomr 
Points, thro* Waht' of being further extended. "For as the Law of' 
1721, by dellroyihgtiie moft effe&iial Evidence, you could have Had/ 
(that is, the confcffional Evidence of the Thieves, ordf fome of their* 
Companions,) the ingenious Author of this Bill, is forced £0 tak$ a 
lfcng Circuitous Journey, as it were, of rtj^ny Miles, thro' rouglw 
and thorny Ways? becaufe bur Predeceffcrs hive rafhly flopped* 
up, or destroyed the old plain Path, whiqh, was, comparatively, 
only * QiiatteV /of an Hour's Walk. Poffibly a Wore fimple. 
and effectual plan might be adopted, by opening. and repairing the old? 
Road, either ?n the Whole, or in Part: But in the mean whUe, *atf 
old • Habits, of fixty or feventy Years Standing, like old*" 
Debaucheries,- are not eafily, or fuddenly corrected \ I wifll to* 
' '* fee' 



*n- 



Grown;) and. U E/limate bow much par jfcrefush (jiQUui-migfrt, 

h'kvt Produced.- ' •"' " •* '" 



i .-■—••■ 



*r Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t '* J 

trial^f this BJil."---^as that ail tte 
Mr* 0.) .. '^heard no jnore (replied Mr* 
myEnjfageineiithere. By Q— ((kid Mr# 
ical Expediency, there Can be no Reliance 
ra, who^ have been accuftomed for thirty q^ 
either the Wring to be <&£&, or the Kigbi, 
Bqy, give me the r SANGRis!*--/mfi£wr/ 
HofQettu U .-- Alafs What are Men, when 
al Faculties ? .» 

^AsTi^uncJ* thc : Continuation of the Argument and the Sangri* 
l«fefe^li|cply,to go on, Hand in Hind, together; I thought proper 
Ipmatca && Retreat. 



w%<.*; ^* T $*>< *>/*<►>*/*< 



*HILO*XY£ON. 



N».m. 

* SarbaJet Gazttte, Ntvttnhtr 2ij 1787. 

X*jTHiLE I was cheapening feme Goods at Mr. T-s^-'l 
VV Store, the othet Day, I was erite ruined and edified by the 
following argumentative *Pifcouffe, being the Conciufion pf a Gon^ 
yerfation between two Gentlemen, wiipm, I (hall only diftihguifl* 
Vy the Letters A. and B. 

< c : A. Andpray, why not make Negrofes Evidences againft #hitr 
Criminals here, (in tome Cafes, if not in allj) as well as in England F 

1S. My deat Sir, confider the Multitude of Inconveniences attend ^ 
Uig fuch an Innovation; In the firft Place, on what Form, or Manner. 
of Oath, would you fwear them ? For, fince not one, in three hun- 
dred of therh, is baptized, and fuch (for Want of Jnfiru&ion) beifig 
•nly nominal Chriftians$ arc totally incapable of comprehending 
tjve myftefious Nature and Obligation of an Oath on the Evan* 
yelifts? — 

\ A* *Then, ixi we to TujJpote, th.at all vihitc People, tho\ever,fo 

abandoned, 
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afeandene^ Wtteral^ and profligate, do, neverthelefk, know th*Na« 
Cure and Obligation of tllat Oath r arid that their legal ^Evitlcnc^ 
accordingly, muft, or may be depended upon, at unimpeachable 
Truth? 

B. No, Sir, I will not fay that* — innumerable Inftances, of 
Worthlefs and furdid white People, have proved the contrary* 

A. Then upon what Ground,* of Reafon, of Equity, Or of cost* 
nu>n Senfe, i? this Wick Line dravVn in all Cafes, without L ; miti- 
tion, over all the Defcendants of Negro?s, fome of whom may now, 
perhaps, be feated among the Nobles and Commons in Parliament £. 
ffor, without doubt, dure ha* cffcpt a little Negro Blood among 
them, thro 9 wealthy matrimonial Connexion*, hr the* Courfe of neV 
two Centuries, fince our fir ft Communication with them;) Aitd 
do we mow, intruft o«r Lives and S fet/, (when fleeping, and in tKc 
Preparation of our Food,) to the malignancies of Negroes and their. 
Defcendants, (unenlightened and uncorrected, as they are, by 
Chriftian Do&rint,) with greater Confidence than we (hould, to 
many of the lower Ranks of white People, whof: Profligacy renders 
them unworthy of all fuch perianal Truit, th©' they are admitted 
£S legal Evidences ? 

• 

B. I acknowledge this to be a Cbeftion, with an Appearance of 
Inconfiftency attending it, not eafy to .be anfwered, reconciled, or 
accounted for: But, as I faid before, on what, or by what, as # 
Ttjl of Truth, would you fwcar Negroes, as legal Evidences f 

A. By any Thing, of which they appear te have' a Cblemn aityt 

jrwful Idea : By tty Sun! By the Moon! By the Ged, who mad* and 
governs the Vniverfe ! (For I never yet fpoke with a Negro, wfto 
had not fometing like an innate Idea of fuch a Supreme Being) 
or by Grave Dirtf if you will} as is is cert in, the- Solemnity of 
that Oth, appears to be connected with their Ideas cftbe'Survivagee 
*f departed Seuls y an J ef future Rewards and Punijbmento under %e> 
Decrees of Divine Power* 

6. Why, Sirj if r you have found that their Comprehension dad 
Contemplation extends fo tar as this; where can be the Difficulty,, 
and to what Caufe is it owing, that they are not chrifttaiuzed here, 
M well as in the Popifh Colonies i 

A. Really, Sir, I cannot give a clear Anfwer to that, not being 
•f the Divine Profcifien: Th >' the Omiffiej, *r Nc^iecl, appears 

4* •au: 
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odd ; r For, in any common Trade, an Apprenticeship of {eren 
Years, generally ftakes a Smith, or a Carpenter, or the tike; and 
to go a Step higher, the. fame Time and Application makes an 
Apothecary, or a Surgeon; and a few Years more makes a Phy- 
iician; and every one of thefe Trades and Profcffiois are of great 
worldly Ufe and Comfort to Mankind^ both white and coloured, 
indifcriminately ; the Phyfician makes the difeafed Negro, as found, 
as if he had been a white Mart; and why the Livine Profejfion^ 
/which, except in the Cafes of fome ancient faints, and mouern 
Methodifts, requires the Study of a great many Ye^rs) I la), why 
it cannot inftruft a black Soul, as well as a white one^ 1 am not able 
to explain; nor can I decide, whether* the Fault lie,* iri the Divine 
Profeflbrs, or in the Immorality of^fome unchriftian Ordinance*, 
which, putting the whole Race of Negroes out of the Prote&ion of 
the Laws of Humanity, raifes no Defire in them, to embrace the 
$teligiort of thofe, who made and maintain fuch Ordinance* ; and 
which, after all', offers them fto worldly Advantages in this Colony. 
However, Sir, I can aflert, upon great Authority, that the Laws 
<>f England, (Which protedfc ail Mankind, without Diltin£Hon of 
Colour) do not depend merely on the Force of Religion to purify 
and direfl the Heart of a Witnefs, or of an Accufcr, when called 
upon to atteft his Evidence by an Oath before a Magiftrate, or a 
Court; but a Record being made of fuch Oath; if the fame'fliould 
be after wards # proved to have been wilful y falfc, the perjured Crimi* 
tftf/ is liable to a moft fevere Punijhmtnt ; the Appreheniion of which, 
keeps, even profligate Villains in fome Order. Wherefore we may 
rationally fuppofe, and expe&, that when the Prejudices vf a narrow 
Education in the Nurfery, are removed by more enlarged and 
equitable Ideas, thefe legal Errors will be corre&ed; and then, 
. we fhall be able, without Hefitation^ to fay to our black, or 
tawny Servants, that we will do Onto them, as (under the like 
circumftance) WE would they sHoud do unto usL' Farewell, - 

PHILO-XYLON. 

No. IV. 

Barbados Gazette^ January 5, 1788. 

Mr. PERCH, 

DROPPED in after Dinner at my Friend RV. in the Middle of 

a Converfation, when continuing the D;{c@urfe, Mr, W. fcu<! % 

I cannot comprehend upon what Ground itcan be alledge4, due 

Laws 
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taws fo prudently enafted for keeping our Slaves under du&Subta* 
dination, can corrupt the IVJprals of either black or white} for, as 
to the Negroes, Experience having (hewn us that they had no Senfe 
of Morals, was the neceflary Caufe of our difqualifying their Evi~" 
dence in all Cafes againft white People, and confequently if that 
Reftraint was taken away in the fmalleft Degree, it would be open* 
ing a Door to a Train of unknown and inconceiveahlo Evils I ,f 

u For my Part, (faid Mr. F.) I am not much afraid of incon*. 
{eivable Evil$ likely to arife from a partial Removal of that Re- 
straint, fo far at leaft as might enable us to put an effectual Stop to 
the ftealing of Cotton, Cattle'znd Negroes, by bringing the Evidence 
of fuch Crimes home to the white Aclors, Suborners and Receivers £ 
nof do I think, there ever was a juft Reafon for fuch an unlimitted 
Pifqualification, becaufe the Evidence of a fofpicious Perfon it 
never regarded by a difcreet Court unlef* clearly fupported by Pro* 
habilhy and corroborated by ftrong Circumftances, nor was theie ever v 
a difqualifying Law made by a considerate People, (in m^ Opinion ^ 
without clearly*ftating the. Reafbns which rendered fo extraordinary" 
an A& neceflary; whereas no fuch Reafons are offered in t\\Q Pre- 
amble, or in any Part of this difqualifying Aft: But the Calenders of 
©ur Grand SeJJions^ and the Notoriety of recent Facls> furnifll us 
with undeniable Proofs «f immoral Pra£fcices encouraged* by a (ingle 
lentence, thruft into a Claufe of the Statute No. 148, Entitled,' 
** An Aft to keep inviolate and preferve the Freedom tf Eleclions, and 
appointing who Jhall be deemed Freeholder s> and capable of ele£ling, or 
being elecled Affembymen, or Vejlrymen, or toferve on Juries, to try real 
Aftions x within this lfland" * 

The Claufe I mean, is the 8th— Til read it, <c And be it further *n~ 
* c acled by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon whatfoever Jhall be 
<c admitted as a Freeholder,, ok AN Evi0BNCE IN ANY tAS& WHAT- 
" SOEVER, WHOSE ORIGINAL EXTRACTION SHALL BE P'ROVEB TO 
** HAVE BEEN FROM A NEGRO, EXCEPTING ONLY ON THE TRYAL 

<4 of Negroes and other Slaves; nor Jliall a»y other P,r,m or. 
ct Perfons whatfoever, who are. not duly qualified according to the Limita~ 
c< tions and Direclions herein exprejjly mentioned an J appji -itcd^le deemed 
u or allowed a Freeholder, or Freeholders, to chufe or be chofen Ajj'em- 
u Hymen, or Vejlrymen, for any Parijh in this J/Iand % or U ferve as 
* Jurors on the Trial of any real Aftions" 

<c The Intent of introducing #»iis Claufe into a Statute, was mani- 
feftly to exclude a Negro or Mulatto from being either Lle&or, or 
cle&ed, or from being a Witnefs to the Qualification of an Elcftor, 

B 2 or 
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#r af jl Candidate; yet, by an unhappy fcervtriion of this Intenfio% 
ire have fecnfuridry Species of Fraudes and oth*r atociou? Crimes 
fbftered undef the Conflfrii&ion of AfciS Claufe, by the injudicious 
Inirufion of this Sentence, u Or ak Evidence in aty cafe whatfoever^ 
WHOSE ORIGINAL EXTRACTION* SHALL BE PROVED 
tO H^IFE BEEN FROM A NEGRO," except on tin Trial of 
Wows" 

(Here, the Rev* Mr. — -broke in upon the Speaker,) " I beg 
four Pardon Mr. F. for interrupting y#u, but it appears to me that 
the Sentence you have juft quoted, rottft be canfidered as a legal 
Nullity ; as being arnoft profane Aflumption of the Poffibility of a 
Fa&| againft the Credit and Authority of Revelation : — I fay, arc 
^re, or are we not, all originally defcended from ADAM and his 
Rib, of which BFJS was formed ?-• But, was Adam a Negro? If (o> 
we are all under this iniquitous Disqualification ; if he was not a 
N«gra, fhall we pronounce again ft the Authority of the Holy Text* 
ana fay Acre were two Originals ? — For, altho' CAIN might have 
joft his Complexion for his Crime, neverthelefs he was no original 
Progenitor, being defcended from ADAM % the fole Original of all 
$£ankindT Therefore if there ever was any temperary Reafon for 
(uch a fweepingDfq unification, which for' 67 Years has, to our 
Shame proclaimed and eftablifhed Impunity for FRAUDES>FELO~ 
JNIES, and MURDERS 5 yet t humbly conceive, that in this 
inlightensd Age a few Heads of Amendment might now be moved, 
jnucH to our Honour, upon the following Grounds; firft, to blot 
<but any Words that may draw us into profane Difputes with the 
?entateuch\ fecondly, to confider, whether it can be for the Intereft 
•f the Proprietors of Eftatcs in this Colony, (even independant of 
Religion and Morality,) to continue the disqualifying Words, u In 
#li Cafes wbetfoevcr"? Thirdly, admitting that the Want of a com- 
mon intelligible Language between us and our African-bora 
Savages, may be a plaufibie Reafon againft admitting their Evidence 
.fn all Cafes j Wefhould however be well informed, whether we have 
a clear legal Right, under the Authority of our CHARTERS, to 
difqualify generally any Clafs of Susje&s, of whatever Complexion, 
born within the Bhtifli Dominions, and under the Allegiance of the 
Crown!- ••Sir, I beg your Pardon again for this Interruption, but I 
thought it my Duty, juft to fey.fo much."— (Mr. F. anfwered,) 
f Your Interruption, Sir, is to favourable to the Caufe before us, 
that 4s an Advocate on that Side, I feel imfelf and the Caufe muck 
obliged to you"--** Good Sir, (fai^Mf. W.l we don't mean by the 
Word Original to carry the Pedigree up to At) AM, we only mean 
to tr^s the dtfeent from fdme, or any Negro, or from a Mixture 
$ *a# 
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of Negro Bloods— «T\m : Sif, (rcpljed th* ,R«*. ' ^^w^iWji 
give me Leave to obfervc, that the pewtive Senie and Meaning off 
the wont Original^ heing as determinately fixt to abfolute Or-igj^i^ 
as the number Gbwit to tke Exprcffion of l/w//y, it follows thj&fu<jp 
a Wor4 being infcrtcd * n *-PW«l Statiue, as < de%Uive JJefcraplif 
un, it is not legally in the Eo wex; of.any Qoprt ty £ujbbjfe away the 
Letter of the Law, in order to give Judgment contrary to the ftri^f 
and literal Senfe of the Statute: And therefore if you are fmcere & 
your Belief of the divine Text, you. mutt admit ^thr Qriguwjit} t& 
■which I have referred, and in that Cjife this difquaftfying $eat£nc* 
in the Claufe, muft be a NulUttf~ TT « My Re?. Friend (repine* 
Mr. W.) you ftand upon fuch ftrong Ground, tbafc 1 will rather 
admit the word .Original to be a fatal Err gk in tlje, wording of th» 
Statute, (hart to ruff the Rifk of an jfnatkema. But, as I am cleat 
in the Propriety of difallowing the Evidence o£fu^~wocthlefc aq6 
unprincipled Animals, in any Cafe tvbatfoever^ I wtfli and hope 
fqr a neceffary Amendment of the Statute.".— (To which Mr* f\ 
replied) whoever has ftudied the Manners of the human kind* by 
obftrying their Progrefs from Infancy to Manhood, rauft be expe- 
rimentally convinced, that there are only two Modes, whereby ttajr,/ 
acquire Principles of a&ing ojr of thinking; and {thoie are, firft, by 
Jtnitation r when before the Power of jreafomng is difcovcraWe in In*, 
fants, they copy the Examples of the Temper and-the Manners of 
thofe who are nearcft to them; and afterwards by hjflru&ion s when 
their Capacity of Reafontng begins to appear.— — If then^oiic Lawp 
were fo difereetly and fo judicioufiy framed, as to have operated i« 
giving good Jtjpxnples foall. the riling Generation, both white and 
coloured; and if we had eftablifhed,- and by due Encouragement, 
had brought into Pra&ice, regular Modes of inttru&ing the Chif«* 
dren of our Slaves, fo as to have reclaimed them from the brutal 
Manners of their favage Anceft#rs, and from imitating the bad 
Examples of our'corrupt white People ; we (hould have Uen at this 
JDay as good, and as orderly \ Set of Labourers in this Colony, as the 
the Bond-Servants were in England 250 Years ago, \\ here tip 
Laws gave n$ Encouragement to Grim**) by dij\ualifying the Evidence 
.of 'the labouring Oafs J— But alafs! No fuch n;ode or" inUru&ion l>as 
yet been adopted, nor can any Mode be of much ufe while they mo- 
rn their Childhood led: aftray by Examples of infamous JVJora]^, uiv 

der the Patronage of our Laws."— (Here the Rev. Mr «-. broke 

in again) " I beg Mr. F.*s pardon once more y for interrupting him, 
to relate a (hortatory which occurs to me on this \Occafioiu--P-I 
remember having read in an Author^ who wrote 2000 Years ago, 
. and who in order to&ewhow ingenuous Minds induced by Oppctf- 
tiu?ity r may .be pervert*^ * t* the. Commiffion p£ ipiri^ral m A#s t 
# - quotes 
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quotes from an Ancient of rooo Years before him, the Story #f «An 
koneflr Ljdian Shepherd, who having carelefsly put on his Finger a 
g$URmgj which he accidentally found among Human Bones in a 
Jomb, was furprifed to find it had the wonderful Efi&t of making him 
invifibU in the Mtdft of his Companions; and chat by * flight 
Change of its Pofition, he could render hitnfelf either viable or 
invifible affcis" Ifeaforc : Wherefore after a few Trials to pro*c? 
they Certainty 6f its magical Powers, this firnplc Shepherd began t* 
comprehend that feme great Exploit might be performed by the Aid 
of this notable Secret $ and therefore when according to Cuftom he 
was fent to Court, to give an Account of the annual Increafe of the 
King's Flocks, his Invijibility gave him an cafy Opportunity of 
debauching the £$ueen % killing the King 9 and fojfenmg himfelf of the 
Kingdom" " And now (continued the Rev. Gentleman,) I apply 
' this to (hew that in my Judgment, by invalidating the Evidence of 
Negrus mid their Defendants f which Defcription includes at lealc 
Two-thirds of the induftrious Inhabitants of this Colony,) we give . 
Advantages to the fuccefsful Crimes of another Defcription of Men, 
as completely as the Powers of that magical Ring could do: For 
without that wonderful Invisibility, Frauds^ FeUnies, and Mur- 
ders 7 have been committed here fcr above threescore of Years, with 
Impunity."— — ^ 

The Converfation continued, but having filled ntj Sheet, I muft 
now lay down my Pen, and perhaps you will think it enough for 



the prefent. Farewell. 



PHILO.XYLON- 
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N°. V. 

Barbados Gazette^ March 5, 1788, 
Mr. PERCH, 

N the Converfation whiph appeared in your Gazette of January 
A the 5th, I gave you fome Intimation of fending vou the Re- 
mainder, at my future Leifure; and which, to my belt Recollection^ 
was to the following Purport, 

Upon the Conclufion of the Fable of the Lydian Shepherd^ the 
JZeal and Ingenuity of the Parfoa w«re fo Well known to all the 

Company 
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Company, that the Majority of them concluded, this Story of three 
.tboufand Years old, to be the extemporaneous Invention of his 
fertile Genius, in order to fupport the extravagant and obfurdSyftem 
(as they called it) which, he had been fo long labouring in vain* 
to bring into Credit. « I fuppofe, (faid Mr. w.) you will tell us* 
this antient Piece of beathenifh Superftition is recorded by Saint 
Auguftin, or by feme of the popifh, or high Church Fathers : it is 
not, I believe, in your Bible, the deleft Book-Learning, J prefume, 
that we have; tho* it might, in Point of Morals, be almoft as in* 
ftru&ive as the Hiftory of the Wars and Gallantries of King David) 
and the chafte Wife of die Hittiu." The reverend Gentleman had 
juft begun, with modeft Propriety, to anfwer him; when he was. 
interrupted by the Entrance of Mr* H. newly arrived from London, 
and- who, it feems, had been announced (before my coming into the 
Company) by Mr. F. as being expeded to join them foon after 
Pinner;. the ufual congratulatpry Compliments being over, Mr. 
J\ afkedbim, if he had brought any of the late Publications from 
England,, on the fubjeA of Slavery, the African Trade, &c. and, 
whether- there was any Credit to be given to the Reports concerning 
that Subject, and of its being likely to be agitated in Parliament? — 
Mr. H. anfwered, that he had not brought with him, any. of the 
many Pamphlets and News-Paper Diflertations which he had read; 
•r heard talked of, in England ; but he fuppofed, that either we muft 
have had fome of them, or would fee them in the next Packet News* 
Papers; however, he could allure us* that Committees were formed 
in different Parts of England, and that Petitions were prepared to 
be prefented to Parliament, and that feveral People of Weight and 
Confideration Jiad efpo'ufed the Caufe ; that popular Opinion had 
run (o far into the ideal Ncceffity of forcing lome violent Reforma- . 
tion; that he doubted, whether the Minifter would exert himfelf 
(at die Rifle of Jofing any Part of his Power and Influence) in oppo- 
ling a popular Torrent, now running ftrong againft a Syftem, not 
morally defenfible;>and which was quite indifferent and foreign to 
his Engagements, in greater Points \ it is poflible (continued Mr. 
H.) the African Company, and thofe immediately interefted in 
that Trade, in Liverpool and BriSol, may make fome Oppofition to 
•thefudden and total Suppreffion of it; but that Company is not 
thought to have Credit enough, to ftand againft a popular Cry; 
efpeciallyas the Principles on which that Trade is conduct d, and 
all its Confequences,. its Immorality and Inhumanity, are now, 
publicly rendered fo generally odious ^ that no decent Man, however 
interefted, can venture in public, %o fay a Word in its Favour. It 
therefore gave me great Pleafure to be informed by a-frinted Copy if 
the Minutes of the Society^ Arts in Barbados, (which a Member of 
" tkat 
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that Society lent me in London) that by tfte'r Invitation in the 
.Year 1781, "for the Purpofe of deliberating on, and prompting (as far 
ws they -conli) whatever they judged would contribute to the Advance- 
ment of tltt Arts , Manufactures and Commerce of this IJlanl* 9 * thejr had 
bid * 'Foundation for an Inquiry into the probable Caufes of the JDeefett* 
fen of the Prosperity of the Colony f among which, the Errors in the 
Negro Laws, pointed out in thoje Minutes, have undergone, (as I 
vas informed) a minute Difcuflion for about five Years paft; and 
as I faw (in the printed Minutes) the candid Report of the Com* 
m it tee confirmed by the Society, about J or 4 Years ago, on Iegax, 
Errors touching Lamd and Stock; I fuppofed, as the Subject 
tf Slavs Laws was the next Se&ion to be eonfidered, that it muft 
fcave been difcuffed and reported long fince ; -tho* my Friend in 
England had not then been informed •fit. But I (hotild think, 
that as thefe Matters are fe .ftrenuoufty agitated at this Time in 
Etiglan -.J, it woulc} be material, that the Opinions of fo candid ant 
lb refpedable a Body of Gentlemen as your Society Teems to con* 
lift of, ihould now be pub! iflied. and fent Home; and if .practicable 
carried intoExecution here, as foon as poifible." * A Committee 
of the Society (replied Mr. F.) after long and and repeated Deli* 
iterations, have come to fome decifive Opinions, "which if you pleafe, 
I can read to you, having an Extra& from the Minutes of that 
Committee in my Pocket*, with the Conclusion of their |aft Meet- 
ing on that Subject, reciting a fuoimary Recapitulation of a Plan 
fropokd to be cftabli(hed by Law, for Negro Government in future ; 
but which was poftponed for farther Confideration," (At the Defire 
afall the Company, Mr. F. read as follows;) « The Sketch of the 
Form for a Report* infertcd the Resolutions which this Committee 
|*ad already agreed to, in their four firft Sittings of April, May, 
June, and July 1785, viz. Refolved that confidering the general 
Decreafe of Negro Slaves in this I/land, it appears to them, thaf there 
mujl be jomething radically wrong* either in the public Laws* relating 
to Slaves, in this Colony, or in the private Government of them in 
Plantations*-- -The Committee are Ukevuife of Opinion* that the public 
Laws of the IfUtnd* making no legal Diftinclion between Negroes tn tba 
Hands of Guinea Merchants who deal in Negroes* and Negroes fettled on 
Plwtations or cultivated Grounds m , whereby the Plantation labouring 
$iavcs being liable to be feized andfild as Chatties* for Payment of 
Debts* and to be torn from their Families and from thetr local Gonne&t- 
oms' t is one leading Cciujeof their Decreafe ; beiaufe it- is notorious* that 
the Negroes thus removed*. generally languijh and die in a Jhort Time % 
iOnd the Committee art therefore of Opinion* that all Plantation Slaves 
fxruldbe infeperably attach ed by taw* to the Land % as reel Ej}atcs> in 
alLCafes whatfiever* - • * . x 

***** 
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; * cx Andihe Committee haying duly confidered the foregoing Obfer* 
Stations, reletting to Villeins dtid Bond-Slaves', accordirg to the Laws ef- 
England \ are of Opinion, that if a Lgtiw vias entitled), whereby the Pro- 
prietors of EJlates in Fee, might at fkEiR Option, regijler their 
Ejiates as Manors, and their Slaves, as Gopy-Ittfders, within them, 
<*jr in the foregoing Obfervations\ generally defer ihed\fucb a Law, and 
fuch a Sy/lem, wotild mojl effecluaUi contribute to re/tore the Jinking Ore* 
dit and Condition of the Plantations which yet reMip in "Cultivation ; 
as by attaching, the Slaves to.the Land, ahdby giving them in their little 
Copy-Holds, a pe manent and hereditary Property, on e*fy Condi t i on f^ 
while alfo, their Persons and Property Jhould he defended by Equi- 
table Laws;, fuch reafonable Indulgence wouU ceriaikly be : a leading 
Gaitfe towards naturally increajingj^eir Numbers bf Whir Offspring * 9 
end thereby, of encreafing the Income Knd lvalue of ever f Ef late in the 
Colony. 39 " 1 cannot but obferve (faid MrV H. j that if the rurax 
Dean. and other Writers, who are exciting the popular Clamour, 
in England, againft the Cruelty of the Planters in the Weft-Indies* 
have feen the Publications of the Barbados Society of Arts, which So- 
ciety,.. 1 understand, is cotnpofed of all the principal Gentlemen of 
the Ifland, betide feveral refiding ip England, and which Publicati- 
ons they might have feen; fince it appears, their printed Minutes are 
laid before the Ministers of State, and feveral Copies of them 
are communicated to the Royal Society, and to the London and Dublin 
Societies of Arts, and to feveral other Perforis ; I fay, if thefe Wri- 
ters and Declaimers have feen thefe Minutes, they are uncandid not 
to mention, to the Honour of Barbados, that the Gentlemen in this 
lAand have been endeavouring to find out, and to form, what may 
be the moft practicable Syftem of Reformation in their Negro Laws 
and Government." " Or, (faid Mr. F.) if they have not feen, or 
heard of, the printed Minutes, which have been in fo many Hands, 
bi>th here* and in Great-Britain and Ireland, for four Years paft) 
they muft be, either Wilfully ignorant of them, or very prefumptu- 
©us, in taking upon them to write on a Subject with Malevolence, 
concerning, this Colony* where they prbfefs to have no Cdrrefpon- 
dents to inform them, of what Proceedings arc, and have been, 
under fuch public Difcuffion, in the Colony \tfclf,, for five Tears 
pajl. And if the People of Property here had not been uncommonly 
cautious and deliberate in proceeding on a Subject' of fuch great 
Confequence, there is no Doubt, but the propped Plan m the Soci- 
' C efcies 
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* This following Part, Jlands* only for Confederation, not being yet 
agreea to, but pojiponed. 

t thefe Observations at lengthy are mil entered on the Minutes of the 
Committee. 
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•riei Minutes, trftme other giod Plan of Amendment, might havetec*' 
prefented to, aad carried thro' the Legiflaturc, before this Time. 
However as the Outlines of ftfch an Amendment are in the Hands 
of the Minifter* at Home, we may hope, that the Clamours of an. 
uninformed People at 4000 Miles Diftance, will not be fuffered to 
be carried 1 to a dangerous Extreme, before we are called upon and 
heard, in a Caufe, which; fo nearly concerns our Property." c< I 
could wifli, (faid Mr. H.) to fee the whole Sketch of the PUn 9 tm^ 
which, the Ext raft you read to ufj refers; — I imagine, from what 
I remember of the two firft Sc&ions of the Plan in the printed Mi«~ 
suites, laid before the Society in January, 1783, that the, Defign in 
Contemplation wats, to adopt the Slave Laws of our Saxon and Nor* 
nton Ancejlors (upon the fuccefsful Experience of them) as the moft 
probable Way of civilizing Savages, and of training them gradually* 
to a rational Obfervance of, and Submiffion to, equitable and fpced 
Laws.. For, as the half-crvilized Slaves, or Bondmen of our Ancjef- 
tors of above 300 Years ago, under the equitable Laws of Old England* 
increafed their Numbers to fuch a De^rcs, as that the Landlords began 
to find, that the hired Labour of Freemen' was (with lefs Trouble), 
as cheap as that of Bondmen, the Lords, of Manors began then to pra- 
ter* the Receipt of a pecuniary Rent, to th* difagreeable Exaclton of 
their perfonal Labour ; and thence their total Enfranchisement grew 
infeniibiy, in the Courfe of a G&ntury, ar little m<jre, without any 
tofs, either to individual Owners or to the Kingdom at large.'* 
u You have gue{Ted very right, Sir, (anfwered Mr, F.J for as it 
appears, that the Planters in this Colony, being ferved by Slaves,. 
have put themfelves in a fimilar Situation, to that of our Bxitilh 
Anceftors of five or fix hundred Years ago;, therefore, the Defign 
of the Committee was, in feme Degree, to adopt the Opinion of a 
great political Author, who has laid, " it mas oscaftonalh neceffafy, 
for Nations, to correal their political Errors, by recurring back to the' 
Principles and Precedents of old Times" And altho' the legal Connec- 
tion between a Gentleman and his Slaves here, differs much more from 
the legal Connexion between the fame Gentleman and his Servants in 
England ; than the Mariners in England between Majier and Bend- 
Slave in the Reign of Edward III. and thofe of the prefent Day, be- 
tween Majier and Stave in this Colony',, yet as we continually receive 
the Cut or Fajhion of our Garments, Sec. from England, we arc too 
apt ta be deceived by that external Conformity, in Objefts void of 
Scnfe, while we are blind to the internal Deformit% of our Morals, 
and of our local Laws andCuftoms, operating on human Creatures, 
W-hofe favage- Manners ought rather to be improved by good Ex- 
amples and by the Equity of our Laws, than by the Iniquity of arbi- 
trary Punifhmcutft* Sto that the, cautious Deliberation of the Society,. 

war 
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<w*s to ghre Ttnre to People, to Jitar, tiwf confider, by Degrees, 
wholefcme Truths % fo as that the Habitude of often hearing good 
Advice, might perhaps at laft, induce them to take it. Andthere- 
fore I agree with jnu in Opinion that it would be right to make the 
Sketch (which now lies dormant in the Minutes of the Society,} 
as public as the Reft of their Minutes j, as the moft effectual Way 
of colle&ing the public Opinion on fuel* a Plane I own, I have an 
#xa& Copy of it, $ven now, in my pocket 4 but as it grows late, I 
will refcrve it for Confideration at our next Meeting*" The "whole 
Company requeued Mr. F. to read it then, as half an Hour more, 
would make no great Difference to them j but you, Mr. Perch, will 
^ink this enough for the Piefent. Therefore I bid you good Night. 

fHJLO-XYLON. 
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ftariadn G*%ttU, April 9, 178s. 
Mr. PERCH, 

THE following is a Continuation of ray Letter in the Gazette 
of Mareh 5th — Mr. F. in Compliance with the Requeft of 
the Company, read the Proceedings of the Committee of the Bar* 
bados Society of Arts,' on the Subject of the Slave Laws, vis. 

" Mifcelhineous Committee, April 10th, 1786 A Paper, dated 

^Auguft 16th, 1785, intitled, Matter far Confideration of the Committee^ 

( with an additional Preamble, under the Title of Sketch of a Form for 

d Report) was read, as follows :" " The R£Port of the mifcella- 

neous, or ccuntry Committee, on the fecond Se&ion of the Subjeds 

in a Paper referred to them (on the 2d of /auuarj', 1783) namely, 

CONCERNING THE SLAVE LAWS. 

a The Committee having maturely confidered this Subjefl at fe- 
veral Meetings, from the 3d of November to this Day j and having 
before them, the Account of the general Decrease of Sugar Mills 
and Negroes, in the Colony, for five- Years, from 1779 to 1783, 
which was a Decreafe of 72 Mills, and of 6476 Negroes, as let 
forth in their Report oftbefirji Settion^ and ,in taw printed Minutes, 
. (Page 96 and 48 j) and alio, an autlientic* Account having been laid 

C2 before 
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before them, of the Decreafe of the Negroes, on a capital Eftate > 
far the Space of forty Years; on a Plantation remarkably healthful, 
and very eafy to be worked : It appeared that in the Year 1743, the 
Stock o( Negroes on it, were 419; that at fundry Times iu the 
Cpurfe of 35 Years following, Supplies were purchafed to the Num- 
ber of 73, which made the whole Number to be accounted for 492 ; 
but at the End of 40 Years, in 1783, there remained no more than 
.24.6 i fo that the pecreafe, in the 40 Years, was exa&ly Half, ofr 
Fifty per Cent. 

" And it appeared that the Decreafe of the Crops on that Eftate, 
on an annual Average, have been proportioned to the Decreafe of 
the Stock of Negroes j that is to fay, that after the Lofs of 100 
Negroes from that Stock, the annual average Produce, was by 100 
Tierces ot clayed Sugar, (neating above ten hundred Weight each) 
lefs than it had been before ; fo that the Decreafe of 6476 Negroes, 
in the whole Ifland, without any other concurrent Caufe, may ac- 
count for the Crops of Sugar having fallen fhort by above 6000 
Cafes per Annum, df what the Colony had ufually produced fonie 
Years ago." 

And the following Observations, being laid by a Member, before 
the Committee (in Auguft, 1785) were read, " Matter for Confide-* 
ration of the Committee, on the Subject of the Negro -Laws and 
Negro- Government in Barbados." 

« As the Proprietors of Plantations are frequently obliged to go 
to England, on Occafion of temporary Bufinefs, or on Account of 
their Healths in either of which Cafes, if they are attended by any 
of their domeftic Slaves, they are in Danger of lofing them, on 
theif Arrival in England, for want of being able to produce lome 
legal Title, to the perpetual Service of fuch Slaves, conformable to 
trie Laws of England. 

** Quere, is there any Law, written or printed by which a Pro- 
prietor can prove his Title to his Slave, under, or conformable to 
the Laws of England?" " And why, (faid Mr. W.) why conform- 
able to the Xaws of England? will not the Courts in England, 
admit fuch proqf as is authorifed by our Slave Laws ?"..-." I ap- 
prehend, they will not (anfwered Mr. F.) unlefs we can fhew, that 
our Stave Laws (according to the Limitations of the Charter)' 
are not repugnant to the Laws cf England." — "Oh, (faid Mr# W.) 
I beg your Pardon, Sir, but d— n the Charter, pleale to read on, 
I'll lay no more." (Mr- F« reads) " does the original Purchafer, of 

*n 
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an African Slave, in this Ifland, obtain any legai iHtlefrbm tfie 
Merchant, or importer of Slaves, and of what Nature f Does it ftt 
forth any Title of Propriety, agreeable to the Laws of England, * 
(or even to the Laws of Nations) to ne in the Importer, more than 
what depends on his fimple Averment ? And have not free Negroes 
been, at fundry Times, trepanned by fuch Dealers, and been 
brought contrary to the Laws of Nations, and fold here as 
Slaves?" — " There is no doubt (faid Mr. R ) but fuch villainous 
A&ions have been done by worthlefs People ; however, tho* ah 
honeft and unfufpicious Man may be deceived in buying a ftolen 
Horfe; it does not follow, that he may not have a fair and juft 
Title t# a Horfe, or any Thing elfe, bought in an open and legal " 
Market; but according to the Obligation of being not repugnant 
to the Laws of England, I do not fee how we can have any Title to 
our Slaves, likely to be fupported by the Laws of England!— 
But pleafe to read on, Sir,"—(Mr. F. reads) a The Laws of 
England acknowledge two forts of permanent Servitude. Fifft, 
Bondmen, or Servants for Life, or for s Term of Years, who may 
be legally compelled by their Matters, to Obedience, and to Work, 
by corporal Punifhment ; under this Clafs, the*modern Apprentices 
are included*."-- -" This, (faid Mr. R.) I admit; and fo are all 
other indented Servants from England, or elfe where; but fuch 
Indentures do not bind their Pofterityi however, pleafe, to read on, 
Sir.** — ( Mr. F. reads) fecondly, Villeins, or village Servants, 
(fo called) fr< m FiUa, a country Farm; and thefe were diftinguifhed 
into two Sorts; the Villein rtgardtnt to a Manor, being attached to 
the Soil,. and not removable from his copyhold Tenement^ except by 
legal Forfeiture,— -And the other, Villein ingrofs, who was bound to 
the Perfon of his Lord, or Matter, independent of the Soil, and was 
alienable at Plc?fure. u Bracton, who wrote the firft compleat 
Trcatife of the Laws of England in the Reign of Hen. the Third, 
defines the Condition of the pure Villein thus, (B. 2, Ch. 8.) 
M Wh* is, bound to the Performance of uncertain and undetermined Ser- 
vice, and who cannot knew over Nighty where % or hoW) he may be employed 
in the Morning ; that is, he is bound to perform, whatever he is 
.ordered.*' c * Both Bondmen and Villeins were liable by Law, to 
corporal Punifhment, by their Matter, or. by their Orders, provided 
fiich Punifhment did not extend to maiming or killing. Villenage 
was by the common Law, derived from the Time of the Saxons, as 
appears by Magna Char^a, Ok 14th, and as recognized by the 
3rd of Ed. the *iift, Ch. feth. "And. that no City, Borough, or 
Town, nor any man, be amerced without jeafonable Caufe, and 
.according to ftthe Quantity of his Trefpafs; that is to fay, cvetfy 
Freeman,. faring bis Freehold; a Merchant, faving his Merchan- 
dize 
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.&%c% mi * VlttilK, fiving Us Wainige\ siud ihat> hy hirwr 
;ii fir Peers." ' 

cc The Laws of Vittenag^ were never abrogated by any Statute, 
down to the prefent Time; tho' the military Parts, of the feudal 
. Tenures, were complearly abolifheJ by the iath of Chas, II. Chap. 
44th, wherein ViUenagt was not only unaltered! but a particular 
Exception was made for cepy bald Tenure which were the Yenurt* 
■hy Vilknpg4\ the Rents whereof, are, to this Day, -either paid in Ser- 
vices, to the Lord (or Owner) of the Manor, or compounded for, 
in Moocy . 

u Small Portions of Land were granted to the Saxo.i Servi, or 
Slaves, for their Maintenance ; in Recompense for which, they were 
bound to pay a certain Quantity of perfonal Labour, in manuring, 
cultivating and faring the Crops for their Lor 7 s; and in Procefs of 
Time, many ofthefe Services, by mutual' Compact, between the 
Lord, (or Owner) and the Slave or copy hold Tenant, were con- 
verted into an equivalent pecuniary Rent, or what was accepted as 
fuch; which, as* the Country grew more populous, and common 
Labour was cheap, anfwered the Purpofs of the Lord (or Matter) 
as well as the Continuation of the perfonal Service:— -Hence by the 
Confent of the Lords (of Manors) many Villeins regtrdonty were 
enfranchifed, with Liberty to alienate their copy hold Tenements 
to Freemen, who were bound to furnith the fame Quantity of La- 
bour, or its pecuniary Equivalent, to their Lerds ( r Landlords.) 
And thus, by Degrees, perfonal Slavery, or Villeiugc has worn our, 
in England, tho* the occupiers of the villein Tenements, are to this 
Day, bound to pay the Services due from them, either in kind, or 
in Money, to the (Land) Lords of the Manors. 

" Thefe anti'ent Laws were favourable to the Efoape of Villein* 
sMgrg/s; for, if they could conceal themfelves, from their Matter's, 
i>urfuit, for a Year and a Day, they became legally free. 

" Therefore, notwithstanding the harfli Defcrlption of the Con- 
dition of a Slave or Villein by EraSlmt^ we mutt acknowledge there 
was a humane Regard paid to them, by the Pretcftion given thern, 
in the MaonaCharta, which put our Britifh Anceftors ofthaf 
Day, in a much more aimable Light, than the Compilers of our 
Slave Laws will appear in, to Pofterity, if it (hall be known to 
them, that the following Laws ftood unrepealed mi the Statute 
Books of Barbados, when the Majority of the Negroes and Mulat^ 
toes in this Colony, were Natives of the Hland, bom wider the 
*' - Allegiance 
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Allegiance of the Crown of England, many ofgtfacsfc free and the' 
tenth Generation from the firft imported Slaves. * • 

" Barbados, Laws in Force* 

Stat No. 8a v Claufe Xj9> « That if any Slave, under Punish- 
ment, by his Mafter, or by hi* Order, (hall fuffer, in Life or Limb* 
no Perfon fhall be liable to any Fine for the fame But if any IVfen 
fiiall, wantonly, ©r cruelly Kill hrs own Slave; he fhall pay into the 
Treafurer^i5. * , . 

If he intentionally, fo kill the Slave of another, beGde paying the 
Owner douhle the Value, and £25. to\he Public ; he (hall be bound 
to his good Behaviour, by the. next Juftice of the Peace, during the' 
Pleasure of the Governor and Council. And if any one kill ano- 
ther's Slave by Accident* he (hall only be liable to the Owner'* 
Action at. Law; but it any one kill a Slave by Night, out of the 
common Road, or attempting to fteal his Provifions, &c. he (hall 
iipt be accountable for it# 

By Stat.* No. 148, Claufe 9. « No Defendants of Negroe* 
(hall be admitted as Evidence, in any Caw whatsoever ex* 
eeptinthe Trial of Slaves." 

" The Inhumanity and Immorality of the foregoing Laws, are all* 
aggravated by this laft; for, fetting afide its Illegality^ in Defiance 
.of the Charter,, which prescribes again ft any Law being valid ia 
this Colony repugnant t* the Laws of England; the difqualifying 
all Negro and Mulatto Evidence, cuts •ff all Probability 
ef convicting any white Felon or Murderer, who only takes 
the Precaution of committing his Crimes,, out of the Sight of a free 
white Perfon, againft whom no Sufpicion of Negro Defccnt can be 
objected* 

« Quere, is there any Record of ariy Fine, or Fines, being paid 
to the Treafurcr, under the Statutes No. 62 i And how long fince? 

IC I never knew any, (faid Mr. F— — ) nor is it probabel, there 
ever has been any, fince the Operatipn of the Claufe in No. 148 v 
For as no Inquifition is ever made here by the Coroner for the Mur- 
der of any 01 the Negro Race, tho* fome have been notoriously* 
Murdered here by white People, within every Year «f my Know- 
ledge ¥ neverthefefs,* fueh notoriety, without the official A&ivity of 
a CoKONftfc, c^tn have rw^lcgal £,£<&-, and Negroes being no Evi- 
dence ; 
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^encci thf plttttftjLcpgrf),. a proprietor ufually go$s,-iito threatcfi 
•the Murderer ''till, hi compound* privately with him for the 
t)araage> \. . . 

- \ Yours,. &c* 

-" : ' -pHiLO-XYLON. 
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BkrUto Gazette, April 30, 1788. 

[Continuation and Conclufion of Philo Xylon, from the Gazette of 

April 9th. J 

THE laft Obfervation of Mr. F. was fo difagreeable to Mr. W; 
that he could keep Silence no longer 5 — " How abfurd, (faid 
he) is it, to think of putting fe Species of Creatures, very little 
above Baboons* in their intelle&ual Capacity* upon a Level with 
•urfelves ; who by our fuperier Faculties and Penetration, have ex- 
ceeded all the Races of human Creatures, our Predeceflbrs, in the 
Invention of Arts and Sciences ! And who, has eVer, from all Time 
pair, to this Hour, I fay, who has ever heard of an African Negro 
inventing any Thing ? 

u Your Obfervation, and your Queftion, Sir* (replied Mr. F.) 
can only be parried by putting other Queftions, rather than dire&Iy 
anfwered ; for Inftance, how has it happened, that Egypt, Affyria, 
and Greece, where Science flourifhed, two* three, and four thou- 
sand Years ago, are now, comparatively, funk into Ignorance arid 
Barbarifm ? and how happy was it, for my Friend >W. and myfelf, 
that the reftlefs Ambition of Julius Gafar, and his Succeffors, by 
cnilaving our Britijb Ancejlors, reclaimed them from their brutal Ig- 
norance, not inferior to the prefent Barbarity of Negritia; whereby, 
we are now enabled to make foch flattering Comparisons* in odr 
own Favour? But brilliant as our Intellects, and polifhed as our 
Manners, are * I doubt whether we*are yet arrived at the Summit 
of Morallity and Pplicy, in our Jurifprudence ; and therefore, as it 
jgrows late, it you will permit me, I will read on." (Mr. F. reads:) 

" The original Charter (the 5th of Charles I.) to the Earl of 

Carlifle 
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Cariifle (as Lord Proprietor of tft* Caribfeee Yftinlt, *&t Province of 
Carliola.) impowered him to craft $$AK0Rt and fo make Freeholders^ . 
to hold under faid MAJORS, and "to be' Suitors in the Manor 
Courhy to be held twice a Year, tor oftenctj and to hold and keep 
with faid Manor s^ fo to be creded, fuch and fo many Courts, as 
to our Laws of England, (hall be ^agreeable. 

<c -And after the Surrender of Lord Carlifle*$ proprietary Grant, 
the Patent or Charter (the 15th of Chas. II.) to Lord Wiilougbbfr 
as the firtt temporary Governor of the Caribbec Ifhnds, immedi* , 
ately under the Crown ; gives authority to the Governor, with 
Confent of the Majority of the Council, to divide (aid Iflands, or 
Plantations into Manors, Lordfliips or Precindh." 

u So that, here is a Line marked out, according to which, both 
our Titles to our Property in Slaves, and the Mode of governing 
them, may be rendered agreeable to Reafon and Humanity ; and 
*]fo Conformable to the L^ws otf England, if a Law were enail- 
ed, authorizing any Planter, at bis t)ption y (being prffeflld in i'ee, 
ofnotlefs than Acres of pla^table or produ&ive Land ; «i >r 

Jefs than Slaves;) to enroll his (aid Land and Slave?, as a 

Manor, with fo many of his faid Slaves as have been born under 
the Allegiance of the Crown of Great-Britain, or as have been 
twenty Years in the Colony, to be regiftered as copy-bold Tenant?* 
within the faid Manor ; allotting not tefs than after the Rate of Half 
an Acre of plantable and produ&ive Land pe/ Head, for each a^ult 
Slave, as for the copy^bold Tenements of the Parents and their Chil- 
dren, either rn feparate Lots, or in Common- Fields after the Manner 
of common-field Lands in England; with fuch other fpecial Laws, as 
may be found convenient, whereby the Slaves (hould be infeparably 
attached to the Land ; and altho' without being emancipates, fliould 
neverthelefs enjoy all the legal Rights, fuch as any Slave or Bond. 
Servant for Life heretofore did (fincethc Reign of Edward the firft) 
or now doth, or may, of Right enjoy, under the Allegiance of the 
Crown, and according to the Laws of England, concerning V Al- 
ienage. - 

" This Allotment of Land is fuppofed as fufficient, with Induf- 
try^ to furnifh them with Provifions and Cloaths, for which they 
Ihould be bound to pay, as a Rent, an Equivalent in Day-Labour, 
or Tafk-Work, to their Owner; and alfo an additional Number of 
Days-Labour, or the Equivalent in x Taflu Work, as a Re .it for their 
perfonal Services to their Matter f as he, or his Predeceflbv;had - 
purchafed a Property irithem; after which, (thcic Reit bcinj 
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in current Money oftheTinite)* their Owner ftoulJ alfow 
trre^, a^I^^jy in Account,' fo^" their. Work* /Which, fupjfc>fifog 
|fet%Br?tfc^4 26a working Days* to .be jDeferved* for the Service ot. 
Jtke^&fter, in i Year, fhould be rated I, at Something moriTthfcuV 
^''fqlroftfti to the Rents of their Copy r Holds and of the perfonafc. 
^bfetir j in order te hold out to them, an jeyid^ati V»4 profitable 
caftite to fhetr iWduftry;: And the Accoirnt* <*f y LabQur K fhouM 
be kept, between Matter and Slave, by double Tallies; which be- 
Jng morcuiccurate and more intelligible than .Pen and Ink, would 
fre\%0t an Frauds and Miftakes, . . ,. . ,— ,..:„..-♦ 

* *Andinr the fame t*aw, it fhould be ena£bd> that Proprietor** 
0f fmaller rarcels of Land, might, at thfir g 'Optfrn r and withCpnfent* 
©fatty Lord of a neighbouring Manor, inrplj, tl^r Freeholds^. a£ 
bolden of faid Maneft'ziiA thern (elves, as Freeholders and Suitors to 
the Courts of the farne; thereby to enjoy for theirtfelv** mid Weir 
Slave?, the Advantages annexed to fucli an Inititutioi^ . )} .. . • , , 

cc This Syftem would neceflarily: introduce . fome.. rational aftdf 
fixed Laws for the Government _©f the; copynhpld. Slaves, ;by com* 
ft ndious Manor -iSourts either like.Gwr/ Mart'iidy or perhaps /otne* 
what referhblirig the Englifh Courts of Pig-lfwii&tr^ (which, in'aU' 
publfcFaJtfV'cxift to this Day,) or partjy ljkf<botiH (0 «tiat ,th> 
Slaves would be no longer fubjeci to the wild Caprice of paffiowate 
or ignorant Men or Boys; but to an orderly Government of fteady 
and uniform Riites,' khown^to all. .... 4 . ,„; 

w As a Proof of what may be done by fixed Lwu and;/,* 
C-urt emergent on all Occafions, Jftke, that of PU-Ppwdet h .gr 
Quri M<rlial' 9 z capital Plantation, of between fey en and \eigfct 
hundred Acres, Cohere the Stock of Negroes^by the ufual ittfegujar 
and unlimited Treatment of the. Slaves, were ; reduced fa -Half 
the proper Number,) has been governed, for abaut : ftve Years pafr, $y 
fixed Laws and a Negro-Court, with great Succefs^In whfch Rl^y-* 
^tationi no Ov'erfee'r of . wfyite Servant;*? allowed to lift his. Hand 
againira Negro, nor can he arbitrarily Order a^uni foment 1 fix$d 
Xiaws-'stnd a Court (or Jury) of their Peers keep all in Order, with- 
out the ill Effect of fudden and intemperate Paffions.V-— a I have 
beard .fomething of this Sancho Panf* Governgient*. (/aid. Mr. 
W----) but itfeems, that^as thefc boafted Laws cannp^ perfume 
the Negroes, to as great an Exei tion of Labour, as was obtained ujn-* 
der the exploded Difcipline of, tfce\^hlp and thy Jjaj^inado, in the' 
Hands* of white Drivers, the Plantation, in the mean whiJe^li* 
goingtoR»in. ,r --« w I caiiaver^ Sir, ^anfwercd Mr» R») that y«*i 

\ . hayt 
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< have not been well inform*; #*r, within a very few Weeks P^tv 
I had a Sight of the Books* of that Plantation, and my Curiofity 
tempted mcr ( with Permiffion J to extract the following ' Fac^s from 

, from tfcem, Viz. frtim the Year 1773, to the Year 1779, inclufi^ f t 
(a Period of 7 Years) by ill Management and wafteful (Ecbn&snfjv' 
the Stock was fo much reduced, that the annual average nctt Qeaf~ 
jince, was little more than one and a quarter per .Cent .-en the Put* 
chafe; in' the fccond Period 6f four : Yea£*> by tjic ' Etfertion of an 

- ■honcHb arid ; able Manager j (th.o' with a. farfher Reduction of th[e 
Stock," and including the L6& by the great HurricaneJ the annual 
average Income"- was -brought to. clear a little above* two' per dent: . 
#u_t in the third Period of three Years from 1784 to Ijf8£ inclusive* 
-finee theinew Mode of governing the NegVoes, ' fbelidc increafifljj 
*heSeoc4* and laying out lafg* Sums jannuall^in'adding^neccrffary 
Works and in Repairs of the Damage by the great Hurricane) it 
has cleared very near 4. * 4>er. Qentj that 4s,, ij^. annual average 
(Clearance^ in each of tlicfe three Periods, were in this Proportions ••*.' 
for every -i col. annually cleared in the)' firft Period," the annual ave- k v'* 
rage Clearance in the fecoad Period, was* 158I. ' los» od 5 and in/.* • 
-the.- third Period, Was 345I. 5s. Sd :--*Thefe, f Acts are abftinateMr. « 
Wj- buljifuidrtdvijii rtHius ijlis, candidly. .impart it) if notj taice 
fhis upon* my. TeiHmonyi and permit Jv^r. F. to reaft 0:1. '* .(Mr. 
?F. read<) fi under fueh a legaL Inftituticfri ,bf Manors [and apy bold 
Bond-$hv€$) Mortgages" would ftand in tfie fame legal Ctreum* * 
ftances a^ they do now, with the Advantage of their Security 
grooving better by the.Increafe of the Plantation Labourer?, inftead 
ofgfowing worfc, by their Decreafe (under <ruel Exertions/) 

%i Judgement Creditors .would have Execution according 
to. the equitable Laws of England, by the Statute of elegit &n& woufd 
be paid according to Seniority, from the annual Income of improv. 
ing Eftates ; whereby, the junior Creditors Would come in (in their 
Turn) and be paid to the laft Shilling; inftead of being defrauded 
and fliuteut, by the Deftru&ion of an Eftate, for perhaps, a fourth 
Part of its real ' Value ; as they frequently ace now to the 'greafc 
•Difcreditof the.IfianJ: 'For .thi/ in an Eftate well (rocked ; with 
Slaves, an Acre of Land taken generally, and a Nc^-o alfo tak.e.1 
generally,' are worth on an Average (at leaft) 50I. each, Acre, or 
Negro j and tho* fuch an Eitatc (hould generally pay 8 per Cent, 
on its whole Value of Land and perri lhable Stock j yet if the Ne«>. 
groes are taken away, by the. pernicious Operation of the Barbados. 
Statute No^a8; the Land become^ thereby, worth lefs than nothings 
kecauie, -without Labourers it will produce nothing; and yet will 
be charged annually to the Parifh Rates, 'till by the annual Execu* 

Dm ■ tion 
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tion? and Levir^oJ fhe^J Church- Wardens, it nay be gradual 
Whaufte^i a Cafe, which' has frequently happened* and continues 
to happen j tp feveral fmall Freeholds in this Ifland. 

• < c On the other Hand, if our Legiflators (hould be of Opinion, 
that good Faith requires, that Judgment Creditors (hould be left in 
Pofleffion of the pernicious Power of continuing to ruin the Planta- 
- tions, by dripping them of the Negroes and working Cattle, and 
dismantling the Works; it will be very eafy to add a CTau/i, where- 
by no Perfon (hall be qualified to enroll his Negroes as Copy* 
holders attached to the Land, againft whom any Judgments are 
recorded j unlefs by Confent of his; Judgment Creditors/' . 

Mr. Perch, here followed the concluding Part of the Sketch oi a 
Form for a Report, which ha* been pubUlhed in the Gazette of 
March 5th. 

And at thentxt Meeting of the Committee (July 10th, 1786) 
cc The Commute having given their Opinions on the 2d Section, 
the Slave Laws, referred to them, and finding Difficulties t* 
arife in Proceeding farther on that Subject, are of Opinion that the 
farther Confideration thereof will require much more Time for 
De iberation j and therefore it is the Opinion of this Committee to 
pafs on to the Coniidefation of the 3d Section referred to them 5 
•namely, Laws concerning Exportation of Cattle, &c. "*— Sinc< 
Which this Subject of Negro Laws has not been refumed, 

1 am, &c. 

PHILO-XYLON. 



N°. VIII. ;, 

Barbados Gazette^ October 11, '1788, 
Mr. PERCH, 

THE SuVjeft of the Converfation, concluded in your Gazette 
of April the 30TH, tho* generally palled over as a v'tfionary 
Prjecly has however exc te i Curipfity ia a few candid Doubters* 
to near what rould be fai \ *y its Advocates, toward convincing 
any common Underftanding, of.its Practicability. In confequence, 
of which, a Meeting of a fc v Fripads, among whom> Mr. F. a 
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jealous Member hf the Society of Art*, tnti Myfttf* were fam* 
ifione3 to meet at n\y friend R/s Hiuxfe laft Thurfday Evening j' 
when in Anfwer to the feveral Doubts and ObjecTiorivfuggeftcyi 
againft*the Practicability of making the Negroes, CopY-Hcrifc , 
Bond §laV£$, and again ft granting tkerri any better Conditions^ 
and more legal .Protection, than what they were now permitted to en- 
joy, by ileafcn of their brutifh Nature, and ihejr Averfion to Labour^ 
Air. F— -*fpokeasfo ! l)ws. ^ ljh£ll not take up your Time, in ail 

* ** ufelefs Difcuifion of •what may be the fpccific Difference between 
c; the Capacities of white Men and Negroes: They are both admitted 
c< to be of the human Kind \ -and both Species have all theneceffary Abi- 

* cc lities^ of Mind and Body, fuiuble to their being Cultivators of tfic 

* f< AV/, whfch is to feed them j and both alfo are endowed with a Senfe* 

- 4< of iefling their natural Wants, and of knowing how to fupply thefa t: 

- <l when Tools have been put into their Hands," after being taught 
<* how to ufc them. 1 

H If then, it fh&uld be alked, why do Labourers in Europe, wh» ' 

* c are free Men, work chearfully, without Whips or Drivers, fop a 

- 4 * daily Pay, barely fufficient to feed,, cloath and lodge them? we 

*< c may readily anfwer thiisj becaufe fuch poor free People, having 

" no Propert)\ nor other Means of ftibfifting, than by their perfonal 

* c Labour, muft either Work or Starve,. But let any one take 

-** away their I^eccJJitUs by providing them with Food, Cloaths and 

u Lodging;— and there will be an End of their Appetite for La- 

< c bour; no mors of it will be obtained from them other ways thim 

<c by Qqmpulfion,)>xcept it be toadminiftertotheir animal Pleadurw. 

44 This is. clearly exemplified in the M*un*rs of enlifted Soldiers*; 

4t for fuch Men, r {ttio* formerly inured to Labour,) generally bor 

** come indolent, asfoon as they are' cloathed* lodged and furnifced 

« with ft Certainty of daily Pay, and Provifion ; and then, in generalj 

" nothing lefs than tnc Difcipline of the Whip, can prevail on them 

♦ to undergo the trifling Labour, of keeping their Arms and their 
Cloaths clean* put, difband thefe fame Soldiers ; and in a very 
4 * (hort Time, (for the moft Part ? ) they will return to tie U(c of tve 
<c Hoe, the Spad£, or the Plough, and chea- fully labour, ten <ir 
♦* twelve Hour^'a Day, for lefs Emoluments than they received ia 
" their indolent Stations, as Soldiers. 

w We Planters, by providing our native and naturalize* 

« StAvis,' with all the Necejfaries of Life, have left them few or 

x « no- Natural Wants, and confequently 1 no natural Incentives to 

" Labour; ana therefore, of coiirfe, the Whip muft be employed t* 

« compel them* 

. "' * ■ • % € "Chang* 
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* i^^Jhittgb^Syftc^, make yourKegrpcs CoM-HOlfr &6ita ' 
v <* Slaves, according {o the Law* of qit> £ngj.a*idj Give th^m 

"rhkVDfntixfo fufficient to feed and cloath.the^.and their infunt 
,., 4 K*Chfttiten rQharge thofe Lands w^th a rcafonabk JtlKT^aUpvir 
, ^them a competent Tijtt* for their Cultivation ir cijCQurage thern 

* 4 <4o WoVk for yod WilKn^ly, by paying thenj (befides the Profits 
, 4€ *of their rented Tenements J $'. rjafonabk,Pjuc£ It 6% TitEiX 

« c jLabour, which, a* you bought theto, you have a Right $q fix* 
. * «&, a* cxchifively yojir's. J 5 ' * • ;. ^ . V*.* 

* 4 Under thi* Regulation th$y will fcej they have a comfortable 
44 ILftatfe, Witfraf)rofitable c Empldyrrierit 1 with frpperty x P$oTE$T*+ 
44 on* byI>A*ttV and ftfnetbinfc jjfc Freedom^ during fheir.^e?^ I$ehm~ 
*-vUur'\ With a fitnilar sfyd fertain JPnvifou /?r./^rif Bqftirity** 
*' Whi^h Advantages, at Icaft /linety-nine, in the hund/e;cj| .will be 
<( cautioufly afraid of lofing'by Forfeiture of fchoie e^mf of table 
• c Rights, in Caie of any. gr6fs Delinquency. - $fofr, : #e Depravity 

• * of Mankind is much more owing to the Influence of iniqujtout 
*' Laws j and cSf bbd ^xamp/et^ than to any Defe&, or original Co*- 
44 ftiptiohin human Nature; By a very ^accurate Account of Qou- 
44 vifts ih England, it appears tbat^ the Number, of Criminals^ an- 
44 nually condemned to the (Jailors, to TranJjport^tjon^or temporary 

' 44 Confinement* Whipping* and hard Labour ($veri in4he moft,coi> 
44 rupt and 1 moft populous ratt <tf the Kingdopi) docs not amount to 
44 three in a thoiifand, of all the Inhabitants of that .pi/triS, or wer 
^'fcriay fay, not to ene^ in three hundred t—rfyut alafs,! what are the 
44 daily and iannual Prtyortms of heavy Punifliments in a Planta- 
c< tion of three hundred Sl&ve's^in this Ifland ? A,nd to wh^at Caufe^ 
44 can the Neceflity of fuch Punifliments be afcrib^d,— but to our 
** Errors, or Ignorance in the Art of governing the labouring Claft> 
44 as We ought to do, by prudj&nT and prop£r Laws, It has.beea 
44 often faid; but without PrOof t that Negroes, from their indbl^^ 
44 and brutifli Nature, would rather ftarve than work for Wages^r 
44 Money, or -than to cultivate a. Proportion c£ Land fufficient, by 
44 its Produce, to buy, orto furmfh them vtithJpW.andCioathing* 
44 But the Experiment has been triedf which proves the Contrary* 
44 A Planter offered a Premium of two Pence Half- Penny a Pay, of 
44 a Pijtreen per Week, with tiffife ufual Allowance to Holer s y of a 
44 Dram with Melaffes, to arty twenty-five of his l^egroes, Men and 
44 Women, who would undertake* to Hot* for Canesj an Acre per 
44 Day, at about 96 \ Holes for each Negro to the Acre \ the whole 
44 Gang were ready to Undertake it \ but only, 50 r of the Volunteer* 
•*. were accepted* and- many amdng them, were thofe who on mucb 
u lighter Occafions, had ufuallv pleaded Infirmity and Inability.' 

J - ^ €4 But 
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H Ifut the Group 4 having been moift, they holtd xx Acres withn| 
u % D/ys v ^th gfeatEole, hawing h£d savour, qfiore or lef^cviifcf : 
*« Effing ttf 'ijjfcM* -«a*e3ikff Experiment Was repeated/ witlt 

* the fame Succeif . More Experiments, with fuch Premiufos, oi} 
** Weeding and Deep Hoeing, Wflfi? made by Talk- Wofk per Acrey 
« and all fucceeded in like Manrusr/thejrPreniiuqjsbijing all punc* 

* tually paid them f hi Proportion to their Performance. But after* 
*' ward*, fome of the fame People, keieg put/#ithout Premium) t» 

* <weec\ona ioofe cultivated Soil* in the common. Manner, |$.Ne£ 
44 groe$tftd~iS6t do a* much^ in ajiven Time, as 6 had pcrfQrmed or 
« the like Scffl of .Work* a fewp -^ ^..^ ^ 
•< *he Wb Peitte Halfpenny. k Bi nents dyj 
« not paft without Cenfure ; fuch ion sfi&4 
u Whif had been employed, they&i ^ as wetf 
" done, frf'ltfbhng) as for the ? the pl*hj; 

* Anfwer to thitf CenfiitV i$ % tha t, where 

* i* Negroes under thfr Whip f di ^ith thje 

* Premiurh $ the Planted was dea £.Tioiffc' 
u by doing; v&mt £>*/, as much a^wfculd otherways requjr£#r<(# 

* ZXayj, was worth jwore than doublf the Pr^rnrumV {the tWely 
€< Effe&s, on Vegetation being critical). And moreover i$ wa£ 
u rcftiarkable^ that during the Operations under the Premium, there 
44 was nd pretended Diforders, no crowding to the SLck-Houfe* 
" But-according to the vulgarJMLode of governing negro Slaves, they 
u fed only the defpondhjg Fear of Punifliment, Ypr doing jefs tha|i 
44 thoy Ottjghc ; without being fenl} tied Allowance^ of 
" Food and Cloathing, is given 3rid spteij, is a Reward 

* fordWftg Well j while, in Tafk-1 pe&atiqix of Win* 
" nirrg* the Reward, ai\d:the Fear c ivc a double OpC# 
|gl rattoa on their Mind^ to exert tl rfc 

*[7a hCwiirtud.] 
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No. IX. 

« 

«' - v ^Barbados Gazette, Oclober j8, 178 8. 

[Continuation.] * 

«*. TkTQ.W afl that remains for me, is to lay before yoU, a fair EftU 
J^l " mate of what a Gang cf Negroes cofts us, under the pre* 

* lent Vulvar Syftem ; (Which, perhap% wis the only one, that was 
«* practicable 150 Years ago, with an untamed Set of Savages): And 
*' ori the other Hand, to exhibit what mi$ht be our Expence, if we 
«*w*rc urfconvcrt our prefent native and naturalized Ne- 

* giIoes, into Bond-Slaves, with' cot* VHold Tenements, under 

* fuch legal Protection as' the English copyhold Bond- 
•* Slaves ENJoYEd; they, ftill continuing to be the freehold Pro* 
•* perty of their Mafters, and unalienably attached to the Land> unlefc 
«> ^y- forfeiture f they fhould lofc thofe valuable Rights. . 

41 In order to which* I (hall prcraife* that every Planter in thi* 
•* Colony^ being obliged to fecure a competent Number of labouring. 
u Staves for the Cultivation of his Land j the Purchafe or Value of 

* the Land and its labouring Siaves, muft be taken together, as if 
u they were. one incorporated Subje&j' fince neither one of them,, 
«* could be truly produfti ve or profitable, withoutnhe other. There- 
•* fore we lhall only have to conlider feparately what may be the 

* prefent annual Expence of maintaining a Stock of Slaves* com* 

* petfent to the Cultivation of an Eft ate containing in the whole 

* about twice as many Acres, a*S Slaves. And then, in the next 

* Place, to dtimate what might be the Expence of maintaining the 
• € fame Number of Slaves, if converted into copyhold Bond-Slaves* 
?• on the fame Eftate, paying a reafonable Rent for their Tenements, 
« (the Profits and Produce Whereof, may be nearly funicient to 

* maintain them), and receiv ng at the fame Time befide the Profit 
m of their Tenements, reafonable Wages for their daily Labour, in 

* the Servidefcf their Landlord. Let it be alfo premifed^ that an * 
••Acre of good Land, duly cultivated and planted with all the 
** proper Varieties in Succeffion, for Crops fuited to the Scil and 
** Situation, in this Climate, will produce on a moderate Estimation^ 
m to the Value of 1 5I. per Annum. And that therefore, a Landlord* 
*** who ihal! gram fuch good plantable and productive Land to his 

* copyhold Bond-Slaves^ may reafonable charge them it a Rent of 3I. 
or one fifth per Acre of th4 Value cf its probable annual Produce. 

« And 
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« And now, in ^rJer tfe form the Co^rifon; lit lit date tififc 

*< according «tb die' p 1 reft nt Mode of governing Ne|rdt^' thfe v at\rrtjrf 

* Expence to a Planter -oF maintaining 3^6 Steves of all Ages and 
,* Sexes} fick or well, able, (liperanniratt^ or Infkhtsj exclufive of 

*f the negro Tax, but including M - itcine* and medical Attendance* 
^cannot be '^touted; at left, th?n about 5!. t#; od; per beliB* 
. *. amounting in the 1 Whole to 1 7 1 6!.' 

■** Estimate for Copy-^oLi* Bond^lav»^ 

* c Then foppefe the faine 306 N'c^h»e* con v'cr bed into C9fy-h$li 
«■ Bind-SlaiJti with certain copy-hblct 'I enemciti of Land at the 
k Ratt of #. Rent per Acre on one ',FT<i*fo J \'a<tf on the other* 
J* receiving a' rcafohabie Compehfatiott'fqr tfteirf Sc/ wees to their 

* Landlord* accprding to ikcir Stations^ 4g< 

No. No 
Beifts. Acrs 



il£eY aiti jKbilitiet. 




!|ij 6a|. for 2*o Days in the Tear (48 B*f$i b<v 
fide Sundays^ ,&c. to be allowed them, af 
ftirtrj Timer U*ttr Year, not all at 
•nee; but at fefcfenable Time* atujltoa 
lew^tiibMt>r b le%1itk^^iOT r c^ivat^ 
ing; their CoffiKMi' ofW atf 1 Acre £ i. £ 
taoh BbhaiSllte^ IQ16 1* * 

|S *5* Secorid Oanfc '(tffifcft V«4iit with 
, *dGang}-ofb6th Jieic^fat 5 Pehce^er 
Day* each, for 176 Days in the Yt*r, (ji 
Day* ; befog* allbwcd lit likfe Malriiter, for 
ctrttivattrtfc *hcir Goty-H 6)«f 'of 14 q/ an 
Aere;'e*clt $ - btfngftpptf APt4'bfc ycfiing 
r. flng It Per fen* without Children,) 431 £ 9 

f 4f .^Thisd Qitig^ or Afat^Ffek**; at trie 

Penny Farthing per «y, or a Bitt per 

Weei^ for 5a Weela,- to be applied ¥jr^ '-, 

their Parents* to their Mautf&ia&te» jj ; * 6 

it f. Slants in fioufej Garden, Sfcbte; 

' / , Dairj, Poultry, *nd Hogs, id citnjlant, bwt 

. lightt Service* with fdmc Advantage of 

*c £§tf&W tor the Matter's TfcbJ*t-an4 

E with 
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No, ..No., with Leifiifc at proper Tirfies to cultivate 
Perms* Acrs *theirTenenient8«of half an Acre each, 
< andWa^cs at: 'two' Bitts or 15-Pence per 

Week, for 52 Weeks, 58 10 # 

*'■•/'"* *• 

*? Children too young to Work, to be 

1 ' maintained and cloathedby their Parents, 

tmul they enter the meat- picking Gang, 000 

\fo--0r<4 5 Suppofe ten faperannuated or paft La* 
hour, entitled to no Wages ; but to fubfift 
on the Profits of their cepy-hold Tene- 
ments, in cultivating of which, the Cha- 

* rity of their Children, or Kindred, fhould 

affiftthem: But if any, as fuppofe 4 of 
thefe, fliould be able to do fome little 
Offices, fuch as to be dry Nurfes, fatting 
Beafts, attending Sheep, or Calves j then 
to be allowed Wage* at 1 i Bitt per 
' Week, / 7 li •_» 



**• 



Amount of Annual" Wages, 1587 50 

300 ioii One hundred and one Acres and a half 
at three Pounds per Acre to be deduced 
from the annual Amount of Wages, 304 10 o 

fi|The neat Expence .of employing the. * ^ 

Labour of 300 copy-hold Bond-Slaves, 1282 f£ * 

Which is lefs than the Expence of the 

fame Number of Slaves as now ufually 

. cloathc4 and fed from the Matter's Stores, 

by v 427 *« 

. Expence *f 300 Slaves at 5L 14s. each, _J7 io ,o>o 

* Out of this Saving of 427I. per Annum* the Planter may well 
" .jfford to continue to bear the ufual Expence of Medicines and At- 
44 endance for his fick Slaves, befide paying their Wages when they 
* Work. In other Refpe&s, the Comfort and genenft Happiiirfs 
u of the Negroes, under this new Condition,- would render them 
" continually anxious to preferve themfelves ij» it,- by their good 
«• Behaviour, Audit would fcon be found, t^at, whin every Bond* 
' - « Slav* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t 39 i J . 

** Slave (houl* have the Care of his Crops, growing on his awii 
** Tenement,, anil of prefcrving them when faved, in his own littIV 
*J Store- Room ; the Matter will be freed from the Expence <f keep* 
<c ing a Number of faithlefs Watchmen, in the vain Attempt of 
*' defending Fields of Corn an$ *ther Provifions, from the plain. 
tt dering (often Times) of the worthlefs Gang, whom, thefe Pro** 
« viftons were intended to feed, Add to this, that hoeing, weeding, 
w holing, &c. when generally paid for by Talk- Work, the Culti-* 
" vation of the Eftate, will be more punctually and expeditioufty. 
€C performed, at the fmalleft Expence. For the Bofld-§laves, not 
c< permitted to Work for any one elft than their own Mafter, will 
€i take Care never to lofe their Wages, by making Hank Dap\ left 

* by the Failure- of paying their Kent, they fhouW forfeit their 
** Tenements, and 1 all thefe comfortable Rights. 3ut why need I 
u expatiate on a Plan, fo plainly beneficial and infallible 3; in as much, 
*< as it is the fame fuccefsful Method, by which, all the antient 
<* Slaves in the Mother-Country, were reclaimed, from brutal ' 
<* Manners, to Civilization* 

- a Here it is, on Paper ; and every Gentleman may make his owri 

* Qbfervations, Objections, or Amendments to. it. I have, at 
H prefcnt, no more to fay." 

Jt was then recommenced, by all the Company, to fend the Plait 
to the Gazette; and I undertook that Chargfc : When the Rev. Mr. 

» begged»he might have the Honour of adding, as a Motto to 

Mr. F's. practical Qifcourfe, " Omne tulit puhfi.um y qui mifcuit Utile 
Daici. I am, &c. 

PHILO-XYLON. 

N o . X. 
Barbados Gazette November I2tb, : ,1738.. 
Mr. PERCH, 

ABOUT ten Days after the Argument and BjYimate of 'Mr, P.. 
had appeared in your Gazettes of October the nth and 18th, 
we had another Summons to'fpcnd an Eveiing at our Friend R'v 
Houfe, to clear up the Difficulties and Doubts, which occurred to 
ibme of the Gentlemen. Mr. W, notwithftanoing his former Op- 
jafition to^hs-Plan recommended by Mh F. was candid enough to 
•V I-*- •>•• E 2 - ^tend, 
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t^i^ with %tf plbert of hi* particular Friends ? feut Mr . Of 

tpujd not be prevailed oh byjfim, fa hearkerj any more to, what hm 
called* fuch an abfurd Syftcnj. 

' ^ftcr fojrn^c teneral Difcourfir, not material to relate ;— u I muft> 
•bnJcfs ,(faid Mr* H.) that notwithstanding my $ias in Favour of** 
freedom, according to the Lavs and Customs of my »<*//«/* £te*<~ 
*ry, there appear? to me, {omething paradoxical, in Mr F's. PlaA 
and Jtrtimate, comparing it irith your estimated Expence of main* 
taining Slaves in the commori yfzyv For Example, by IVlr. F's* 
Kftimate, "a firft Gang Labourer may earn annually (at a Bit pet> 
Day for 2&Q pays) 81. 2s. 6cJ. in Cafh; and. by the average fieat 
Value of the Produce of fris bqif Acre, Tenement, jt.fx more } together 
With the Charicc of his Wife having, at leaft, one Child in the thjr4 
Gang, earning ilv is. $<i. making in the Whole 15I. 5s. per Art*- 
num, * And that a (econd Qang Labourer, without a Child, may 
earn jfi lilct Mariner* 9I. 15s, or, iffhe has a Child in. the -thir.Jj. 
Gang 1 pi. 178. 6d. and yet that the average Lxpencc (to the Pro^ 
prietor) upon the whole Gang of 300 Slaves, old and young, 
amounts- fo no. mere than a\. 4s. ad, a Head; while according to ' 
the prefent Mode of governing Slaves, (which fpme Planters ieena 
to think the beir) the average Expence per r^tead is ftatcd varioufly 
from five to Ax Pounds, without paying any Money to the Slave 
fcfmfelf, but fupplying him with neceflary Food, CloatrUng ar>d 
working Tools, fucb as Hoes and Bills, and with Medicines and 
Attendance, when fick. 

But Mr. F. befide paying them in Cash, for every Day tbeg. 
work on the Plantation, makes this apparently great and gencrout 
Allowance ^o the labouring Bo^-Slaves, by granting about 
101 k A^rcs of good Land (under a Rent of 6 per Cent Inter-eft or* 
its Value at £.50 per Acre), in Tsnimints, towards the Support. 
of 300 ^Negroes old and young ; whereas from other Planters, I un- 
deritandj that 300 Acres of good Land would icarcely \>€ fuflcienr, 
fas -planted and reaped and ftored by the Proprietors,^ to furnifh 300, 
Negroes ia Families, with their Allowance of Corn or Ground 
Previfions, cxclufive of all other cxpenfive Allowances of Fifh, 
Salt, Melaffes, Rum, "Cloathing, &c. Wherefore, I think, thero 
m*ft be tome Error or Mtfcomputation, in one Side, orjthc other, 
of theft two Accounts." 4 ? Sir, (anfwered Mr. ^ff.\ " Mr. F. is 
fpeakirig to PUntert^ who (Prejudices apart) understand him very 
wells all that we doubt of, it, whether our 'Slaves would imniedi^ 
ately be difcreet enough, to ayail themfelves fully of the Indulgence, 
granted them under, this mm MM*, by tboir &&& nee and; 

" ' "■' : Qfcommft 
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HOtc^^m» *• cultivating the* .TwW^ «pJ « 
jGrops. ' ;•;-.'' ••.•- * r "./. «•-" ■ • -, >: 

-. ' • • * .... - *. • «».-.. v . m *.». " 

The Truth If, Aataithb* we plan* much mote'Groima 4 tfafea mould 
be fufficicnt to produce Provt&ona to feed our labouring Slivet^ yti 
the Negroes feeling, that they hare no dtireft Property in thofe 
Crops, and that we moft buy i^oretb fuppty tbeth^if tnefe Crop* 
fill fbort, the Cultivation is negligently performed by thfeov a*id thtt 
Produce it afterwards ftolco by the Negro* Watchmen, or theit 
Confederates* to that we feJdoovwp * third Part of what Aould 
he the natttcal and probable Produce* Bat if we could depend 6ft 
their Diligence and (Economy in cultivating rented Tenements* 
and carefully Coring their Crops, they might undoubtedly be main* 
tainfd> better than they are, and at a much fmaller Expencet than ilk 
tofts us at prefent* not only by our wafting three Times, as much 
l*nd, as might be necefiary for that Purpofe, but alfia by our culti* 
yatirng it uttoh a rtlufiant Gang to out Loft*" 
.■> , '' 

5' But, (faitf Mr. H.) another Obfervation* occurs to me* that 
wants Explanation » which is, that as ma Planter doubts the Truth 

• fcfwhatMr. F. has advanced, namely, that the annual Produce of 
<hefc half 4cn TsntmenU fliouid be worth, at a reasonable- Average^ 
jfive Times as much as the .Rent charged upon them,, that is, thai 
ffth balfJcrt would pay the Slave, a clear Income for hit Labour oh 
it, of 0I4 a Year j . tho' the Quantity of Labour fpenton it, dM not 
amount altogether, to above a fixth rart of a Year; it (hould foil 
|pw, thai the whole Year's Labour of cm; Slavey given with as willing 
a Mind, as when employed for his own Profit^ fhould be fuffictent 
%o cultivate thrive Jem to the ftme Advantage; and confequently 
ifufficient to produce to the Value of 45k Is this then the Gafej 
on every Eftate of 300 Slaves, Where firit and fecond Gangs make 
up about 200 Workers? And does every fuch Eftate product t* 
,the Value of 8 or goool. grbfs, every Year?" u Certainly aot> 
{faidMr. W.) tho' fuch fortunate Events may happen in fame focls- 
fcftates^ under excellent Managers once in 30 or 40 Years. But 
too* I do not obje<a to Mr. F.'a Eftimaae^of the probable Profit* 
«ade by raifiitg Provifionr, many Kinds of which, yield three, fen* 

' +r more Crops in a Year* provided there wasalways aconftaiit cori* 
tiguous Market for them* yet where there is not fuch a Market* 
fuch Species of Cultivation cannot be extended generally to the great 
Plantations, but they muft raife Crops for Exportation^ taking theif 
.. Chance^ of market Prices, i^hrich the Exporters cannot governs* 
] muft acknowledge alfo,. that under out pnfint Mckk of p&trttmt 
Nfir$i4> ftbe§only*enc which, wc h«%at^t,|[*A«raJ}>t^n«nGe<4 

'y. s . -- * . . ' Id*. 
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1 <to not think faeoatfpoffl^ Debtee of Ertrtu* 

to their lakou/yXt if thev were to employ it, in raifing Crops for 
their own Profit* Therefore I heartily wifly t0 fee the Experiment 
compleatly made* for that* and that' only, could remove all my 
»oufrtt. ,f , : ' - ' 

. " You have given f fold *Mf . &V) fo candid an Opinion, that I 
t&ink your Doubj* will not*#*tirtue Much longer. I Apprehended 
that the Allowance of a daily JPayih Morfey, added to the Profits of; 
the Tenements f&ight have ftarttod fome People; as an extravagant 
Allowance, -and more. than the Maintenance of the Slaves feofts us? 
by the old Method} but I truft r that the Saving appears too clearly ? 
in the Eftimates, to adoiut of a Difpute with Men verfed in Accounts v 
However the mere Saving, was hot the onlyObjeft which pleafed- 
the Patrons of this Syftem in the Society: They knew that after* 
Men were hardened and degraded by frequent corporal Puniflimcnts^ 
•their Minds were too much debifed to refraih from the Commiffion 
of alluring Crimes, merely to fave a Whipping! and therefore thofe 
Gentlemen were of Opinion that Ibme certain iegal Property, and 
the certain Means of increafing it, for the future Benefit of them- 
selves, or their Children ; that is, by giving them the . Hopes of 
certain Gain op one Side, with the rear of being legally Puniihed 
by pecuniary Penalties, for Miflemeanors, Idlenefs, or Crimes, on 
the other, would be a Means of awakening in thefe poor corrupted 
and dejedted Slaves, a netu Senfe $f being Honeji, and of acquiring a 
Character of Probity, from the Apprehenfion of having Somethings 
to loife, if they were found to be otherwife."— *Here the Rev* Mr. 
*.-- obferved, that a When We look back into Hiftory, we are % 
aftonifhed to fee, during the Reign (as we may fay) of Philofophy, % 
the unfeeling Barbarity of the Greeks and Romans, towards their 
Slaves : And that it was from the Germans, whom, we have been . 
nyfled, by a great Part of our Roman Learning, to confider as 
uncivilized Barbarians; I fay, from thofe our German or Saxon 
JYnccftcrs, we as Englishmen, derived that wife and excellent Mode 
of humanizing favage Slaves, by the legal Gradations, firft of Ville}n$ 
in Grtjs, or merf Chattels, fuch as our prefent African Slaves, and 
fecondly, raifing them to the State of Villeins regardant, attached as 
freehold Property to the Soil j and laftly, to the more important 
State of C>py-HoM Bondmen, with Tenements of Land under certain 
Rents, and bound to pay them ly their Services !.— -What an Honour 
was it, to our Britim Anceftors, to have been the firft Nation in 
Europe, who by excelling all their Neighbours in Humanity, increaf- 
ed the Population of our Mother Country, to fuch a Degree, even 
zoo Years ago, as enabled them without kefs, to have reiinquifbed 

intirelf 
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intifeto their perianal Boin!ni<ro*w*r Al\n GtQfMdi ^mtif 
contenting Jthemfelves with littl&mpi* tha* Suit (fGt**i mi the* 
pecuniary Rents alone. Afid what *n BoKWR witt it b* W thir 
Mother of the BR,iTMH,W*tT*IfWUA Cplwie^ tf the human* 
Mode of governing Slaves* according to the Model of our Mother 

ijountry, Qiould now be adopted herein « A$ I have (aid before 
knfwsred Mr. W.) 1 wife hejkjrtify^ fee A^ ExpjHitofent tried, by 
Volunteers, under loine i*QAi* AuT»€»ravi butl hope, while anf 4 
Diftinaion of Colour ren$iaia?; jre.ftWL»everic^ry >k farther tha* 
io the third Degree towards Efp^ipatioil s .that ir, *s<Mr. F. ha* 
cjefined it/ to the Rank oi(^^mdvBoml<AkiiU^^ffc all con^ 
eluded in this OpUuoii, apd^fooi^Vte* broke up* -•> - , \ 

'' PHILO-XYLOH. 



.. N*. XL 
N . JkrkaJot Gazette^ December 24th, ljtB. 

Mi, PERCH, 

MR. F. and myfelf went the Beginning of laft \^cek to atten^ ,. 
a Meeting at. the Rev. Mr, -*~ *s Houfef by particular 
r whero we met feve**l other Gentlemen, among whom w* w 
were not difpleafed to find Mr. D. together with hrsTrieuds L%* 
and W. , In a (hort Time; after we enttted, Mr. D. with unulual 
Complai(ance> add/effing himfelf to Mr. F. faid, " your Friend C* 
having explained to n?e (everal Parts % of your humane Plan,' as copied; 
from the old Englijb Slave Laws y which however, from my total 
Ignorance of the obfolete Laws of England, as I never had ben< 
there, nor h?d h? ajd any Thing of fuch Laws in North America, 
where I wa& educated; I ctaild <jiot brinjr myfelf immediately to 
believe, that fuch Laws had ever really exifted, except in the Utopia* 
Schemes of ingenious and fanciful Fabulifts,fuch as old PiATO^Sk 
Thos. More* and the, like." • u Nor I neither, (fa«d Mr. L. wh* 
was generally a filent Member at our forrner Meetings J tho* I never 
a&ually read any of them, except GulHvef's Travells^Jacjues Majpfa 
JRohinfon Crufoe* and Trtflram Shandy, which laff, in 4 my Opinion* 
is the beft of thera.all." « .But (rcfumed Mr. D.) your Friend C. 
told me, that all tbofe Thing v which your' Society haVe feVfbttV • 
about tyfyholi J3$nd-$i*vifp are fo true, that the dividing Marks of 

their 
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«tlp£r*,J*I'Wp*r> ifljMr, are ffiIT*>]&i to Be (felt on t&g 
round,.aJl aver England, air if thefy were* dfown iri bhck Linc£ 
~%tin Papirr; and! tha*h#hia»fclf hw>fcifenfath little BtHd^fleit* Shairet^ 
r qpro*xcd<to a farm*; vmidvtoe intents- frbiA; bis^rand^FatKfcrtf 
; j^vi >i e ilfo explained t* me} thaf the Allowance in yoUf-PUm, dftf 
• Bitpv Wecfe to Cbiidhrn in th*mczt*ptc)tit\g<jnng y wM tn&rtdeC 
a* au EnuCnuragODMH to theMbttierS) to b^r^ote careful ki rttffihd; 
fceir CJiiWwt* and to put ^betri <und*r early* * ETrfcfpHne, Irt rift* 
fcbordjn&e Service, as (bon as peftbleranfd that in the- next P!«^- 
lbe.eiljiWifte«l;IJrovjfionfor die fecond A}ang,S was t* mateit^nr' 
Xnyilatuin.botb^oitkW-Bai'etits and their Ghrldreffi, td get th&rf 1 
advanced into it, *«• footvas they fcoMd 1 be j edged l m fat harfefrfttsf 
^ Hoe; and in like Manner, it was intended, that the fu^erior 
Emoluments of the ftrft Gang? (hmricf operate *** an Allurement t#" 
the fecoad Gang te enter it, as foon as thfcy could (hew themfelvetf 
caflglfli-;q£ <feftcvi6g% lu . And he obferved, that confidcring the 
feveral Operations in the Plantation, would be reduced, as 2 much at 




would have, in all Cafes, the moft deferable Effects in Favour of tfte 
Planter. " " But two Doubts, >(continiied Mr. D. ) ftili hang upon 
my mind ;---fir^fupppfmf v< jthis-Syftem, : of» Qofjtbftd Bond-Slavey 
(hould prove (ofdvnurabh r-i$ the tncreafe of the Negroes^ as that wt 
might be overftocked in a few Years, beyond our rower of fp'ipifli* 
j$g Lands to feed»thefi* and of Ahding profitable* EmploymtntVf^t 
thpm j . wfcat are we then to Jo i • Or vfecofldty,' fupponhg tBktafte#< 
ifettl ing : them . #n *heir .• Copy- H* Id Shorn *f Lxrndj and Vciiff otArifc* 
themheiidejs tp' pqpuniany ^Payment* for their Labdurj they^tfdnfd? 
ferae how-or other, tumtttfra&wy^ under *fuch great- Indulgence t 
ffewihould we the* be able to bring- them baek again to ourol* 
liodcr 1 " Inanfwa^jrourfirftQ^on^faidMr/FjIbeliWe' 
i&p one EKfputes the Advantages* tbat*ft>old arife to its, if we w6te 
enabled by an Increafe of our Negroes, to cultivate our Lands widr 
fvjrice the prcfent Quantity of Labour, provided thofe • Labourers • 
were attached to our Iatereft, a* well a* to their awn ; by finding, 
that a faithful Difcharge^of their Duty,' -gave them a permanent ana 
legal Title to their proportioned Sharer of - the Sail* But, if in the 
Courfe of fifty Years, we (hbuld happily be overftocked ; we c6uld 
then well afford to let our Supernumeraries emigrate gratis y and 
there are Iflahds enough in the Neighbourhood, where Labourer* 
4rill be wanted /or two Centuries td come. And to your fecond 
Quefiion^ you will recollect that the Proposition* in the Socutitt 
jfinuUS) w**V " that in every Man?*, thtre fhould be aCouRr 
,.-.■'..••': •'•iJMrgtA? 
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Emergent on all occafions, tor Trial of Delinquencies 8f~ all '"Sorts* 
and that the refra&ory and criminal Copy-tioid Bond- Slaves, would 
Forfeit their Tenements, apd their privileged Rank of Villeins 
regardant^ and be reduced to Villeins in grofs, to be futSjeft to arbitrary 
corporal Punifhments, to Be fold, arid to be fhipped off, at the 
Pleafure of the Owner; as our Negroes are iioW. " So that it 
does not appear to me, that we run any Rifle whatever, in making 
the Experiment; by giving Fuch copy-hold Tenements, to all our 
well djeferving Negroes; and to all in general,' when they appear to 
be Wbrthy of that Favour. In every Manor, likcwife^ the Mode cif 
Succeflion *f the Children to the Copy-holds of the Parents; will 
be fettled by Laws ; tjut is, the Shares of the Men, muft go to the 
Children by their Wives in the Plantation, or to their next of Kii* 
i>y their female Relations in the Plantation \ for no Part of the 
Succeflion muft go out of the Plantation, to the Hue of any, foreign 
Wife; which Reftri&ion will induce the Men to have Wives in 
their own Plantation; and no Bond-Slave muft have more than, the 
Share of half an Acre, by the general Laws; (great Merit may be 
rewarded ^y fpecial Indulgence) and in Cafe of no fuch Heirs 
within the rlantation, then fuch Tenement^, for Lack of Heirs, fall 
into the Plantation Landlord or Owner of the Manor; to be 
(egranted according to his Discretion. So that witty thefe and 
fundry other ' (economical Laws, fuch, as the Copy-Hold &orid- 
Slaves being bound to find alljtheir own Tools,' viz. Hoes, Bills 
&c. every probable Cafe, to keep their Government within juft aqd 
reaionable Bounds^ may be provided for# ' • j 

{To be Continued.] 

PHILO-XYLOir. 



Barbados Gazette^ December 31/f, 1788* 
[Continuation J 

'** A LLOW me, (faid fee Rev, Mr. ,) to obferve pjpop 

XJL c * what, I thiriki might be a mpft; happy Confequence of 

theie Regulations* najnely, that we may then, confidently ajid 

'fcificacioufly, undertake to inftruft Negro-$lav©s, in the Cfcijfriaii 

TReli^ioni oy the IaftUutei of the Caiechifro, Without iricurring'tfie 

? * f farcaftic 
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fercaftic Retort* as given by the old Negro-Chrijlian at the College 
who fai^ <c He could never xepeat ; his Duty towards his Neighbour* 
when he thought of a White Man." " For tho* fuch a Slave as 
Epictetus, could have faid that part of our Catechifm with divine 
Sincerity, notwithftanding he ferved a moft unfeeling Mafter, aid 
under the pioft profligate Government that ever cxifted; never- 
thtiefs, under our prefent Negro-Law?, we are not to expeft to 
^findfuch Luminaries among our Barbadian Slaves \ who for Want 
of Book Learnings can only Copy their Morals from the Practices 
of their white. Superiors! This indeed, alludes to a Subjecfy very 
itlicate to Touch upon j but as a Moral Physician, my profef- 
Ronal Duty calls upon me to explain oiyfelf. 1 hope, I ani j unified 
jn dying, that in this Community* we have a great Majority of 
good Men, who r would not deliberately, or knowingly, commit or 
countenance the Commiffipn of, iniquitous A&ions; altho' fuch 
Iniquities are daily pra&ifed, under the Cover of Laws, feemingly 
founded in Ignorance, and fan&ioned by the Authority of uncon- 
controuled Cuftom ! But if fuch Things are ! — to what Caufe, can 
our Acquiefcence be attributed? Shall we fay, that Habitude is 
capable of reconciling, in fome Degree, the greatcft Contrariness 
and that the Mixture of Good and Evil, like that of Acid ani 
Alkali, after a fliort contentious Fermentation, subsides, and 
becomes finally a vapid and naufeous Neutral. That generous 
tylinds, corrupted by evil Examples, may forget their Honefty; 
that our Humanity, by Habitude of Feeling unlimitted Power over and 
inapng Slaves, becomes reconciled to Cruelty and Opprejfton; and 
that Men, even of learned* Education, under fuch Habitudes, , may 
come, by Degrees, to act like ftupid. arid ^illiterate Savages. Is it 
Hor'notorious, that .newly imported Africans, under twenty Years 
old come here, generally, honeft, faithful and Lovers of Truth ? 
But before they are feven Years in the Ifland, is it not twenty to 
one, that they will be Thieves, deceitful and incorrigible Lyars? 
Can thi* Change of Principle be imputed to any other Caufes, thaii 
to thtolnfluence of injudicious Laws, and of Cuftoms refu! ting from 
this ilhafforted Mixture, of unbounded Freedom on one Side,, and 
unprotected Slavery ©n the cither i" 

^ " Where humane and, equitable Laws prevail, Slave and 

- V SERVANT will be almoft fynonimous Terms, diftinguiftiable onjy 

1 -by the annexed Cpndition$of temporary ©r perpetual; ^indfcr »which 

. (Conditions, the laft" would* often be, the moft Happy: For. now, in 

Mnglana\ the temporary Servants lament proverbially, that Service 

' is n$ Inheritance ; which Proverb probably took its Rife, from the 

Tirofc when the enfranchifed Bond-Slaves had begun, to feel them- 

,••'•.'' . * l ' ' "* "' ' the^tfelves 
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felves /wr Freemen, after the Alienation of their Copy-Hold Tene- 
ments. And here, by the Way, we may obfej-ye, that as much a$ 
we commend the Policy and Humanity of cfur 'Anceftdrs, in the 
Inftitution of Copy- Hold 3ond-Servants, we cannot avoid remark- 
ing their Improvidence by being too precipitate in the Enfranchife- 
ment of Villeins Regardant, and in permitting, for a trifling 
Fine, the Alien^n ofcth*ir Qfy-Jiolds,-' to wealthy, or independant 
Freemen; tfce.tevit , Conference of which, by the Increafe of 
Poverty and Idlenefs, is felt at this Day, in the enormous Burden 
of the Poor's Rates, and thelncreafe of wofthlefs Vagrants all over 
the Kingdom, But to Return to what more immediately Concerns 
•urfelvcs: Barbapos is> without Difpute, the Mother of all thefo 
Britifh Qolonies in the Weft* let us not hi the laj among them, to 
reform, what is now become fo obnoxious to the Feelings of out 
pother Country; let us therefore, without further Delay, follow 
the Steps of our Saxon Anceftprs,, and he a Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to the Honour of the Country we are fprurig from! 
This is, and ftall be, my repeated Exhortation." This Concluiioii 
of the Rev. Gentleman, met the hearty Concurrence of all the 
Company; the Convention took another Turn, and we departed. 

Tarn, &c 
• • PHILO.XYLOPk . 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



ti?B *?e informed that the Mode of govitnin* x Negfo^LabouYers^ 
according to the Plan,pirbpofed by Mr. F. in the foregoing Letter x, 
is now carrying into Execution on a capital Plantation as far as it can 
be done at prefenty But to make it compleat in all its Parts, , riquires 
fpme higher legal or Ugijlqtiye Authority, than merely the good Intentions 
of the Proprietory and we tyave obtained the following Copy of hoc Ah 
Laws, as entered in the Court Roll of the Tenants and Tenements in the 
propofed Mant%r of W.fituated and being in the Parijhes of X* T. atU 
Z. in the Colony of Barbados, 1789* 

ijt. A Bafs Work mufi be often Hours aclualWork\ that is, fix 
Hours before Dinner, and four Hours aftir Noon. 

2d* 'Wfyen a Labourer works mofe than ten Hours for the Proprietor^ 
he or Jhe, will be allowed a tenth Part more of the daily Wages, for 
every Hour, he or Jhe,Jhall Work over and above ten Hours, when Jo 
required, whether by Day or by Night. And every Labourer mu/l 
forfeit a tenth Part of their daily Wages^ for every Hour they are 
abfent or deficient in their Day's Work* 

2d. Wages of a firjl Qang Labourer, for a Day often fi ours, one 
Bitt, or 30 Farthings*, Wages of afecond tang Labourer, for the fame 
Time, two- thirds of a Bit or 20 Farthings* 

4th. If a Labourer, Male or Female, is abfent from the Work by 
Shknefs, or when Working^ by Permiffion in their own Ground, as Part 
of the. Jlipulated Number of Days allowed them for that Purpofe, they 
will be allowed no Wages, during fuch Abfencu 

$th. But if any Labourer or Labourers are abfent from the Plantation 

Work, and cannot prove by good Evidence, that they were neverthelefs 

in the Plantation, (as mentioned in No. j\.),fuch\ Abfentee fall be fined 

in the Value of two Days Wages, for each of tvejry working Day of 

fuch Abfence out of the Plantation* 

6th. 
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6th. Watchmen who are employed as fuch, without other Labour, /hall 
he alloukd the Price of* Day's Labour, for every 24 Hours of Watch* 
ingi but they mujl bejlriclly accountable, and muji Pay for any Plu*~ 
dering, or Trejpafs, , committed upon the Charge under their Care y 
mcurdini to a fair EJiimaU offuch Damage. 

yth. When a young Perfon firjl enters into the fecond Gang, the Pro* 
prietor willfurnijh each fuch Per/in with * proper Hoe, but ever after \ 
while they continue in that Qang^ they muft provide thofe Tools at their 
awn Cofl % 

But when a fecond Gang Labourer enters into the firjl Gang, the 
Proprietor will make fuch LabdUrer a Gift of a firjl Gang Hoe\ and 
ever after faid firjl Qang Labourers muft provide fuch Tools at their 
own Expence, 

%th. Other Took, fuch efs Bills, Pecks, Crows, (?c. wilUbe given out 
Day by Day, as occafion may require, and mujl be carefully returned, to 
the Store-Keeper^ or Book-Keeper \ or paid for by the r erf on, or Perfons 9 
who fail to return them. 

, 9/i. When Labourers are Holing for Canes, Moulding Pens, or 
carrying out Dung to Cane-Holes, thejfball be allowed the ufual Dram 
find Melqffes % or the equivalent in Money, from the Plantation^ -at their 
Option. 

, 1 Oth. Mil hris iff Wrt m> %y fybfotvtttin an& fylhtKifittt, Ho be 
redueedfo quifiWe Tajk- Ifark* 

iitb. An ample Sick-Houfe, or Infirmary, with feparate Apartments, 
for the Sexes, with Medicines from Apothecaries- Hall and medical 
Attendance, is to be provided at the Charge of the Proprietor. 

12th. All Delinquencies, Offences, diforderly Behaviour, Difobediente 
of Proprietors, or of k'u Officers, legal Orders; Difputes, or Injuries 
ietwcen the Negroes, among themfefaei \ and Crimes of any Sort, nst 

fpecified in the foregoing Lavas', will be inquired into, adjudged, fen- 
fenced, and executed, as heretofore, (?y the Negro- Court, either by pecu- 

' niary Fines, or hy corporal Punijbment, or by Banijhment and Forfeiture 
of the Delinquent's Tenements. 



%* Time and Experience may render it nsceflary t* Improve 
jkhcfe few Laws* fry Additions or Amendments. 
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v* tn tac ncarts or the mutters, wtuch 
i^corrub want i„g to Reaify that it «nrif 8 ,— 
lefc Attornt jt ^ a ,,,„/ ^A^^ y &, fa^ j^^ 
the Cafe on ^^ to ^ D.Oatel of Humanity ani 
fcntees,— I ft wMch m|lft make ^ Conditions flf 

a^TkI SI * w more ^EPJ* "^ " tne fame 
** V ie, ancreafethe Fortunes and Comforts 
If SL'iw! #' Matters, befidegiving acommercut 
f c J fo fit to the Colonics, bettor than the/ hare 
the fame : X^ fal<1 in Ai$ Q eiMtf . * ** — . 

Changes ar I ' ' , 

and iramord FfOm a/cal COL •**»*. 
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